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“The Least of All” 


By Isabel M. Wood 


HAVE no skill to paint Thy face 
So full of grace; 


I know not how to make for Thee 
Sweet harmony; 


I have no art to tell how One 
Gave us his Son: 


But as a dewdrop of the night 
Refiects the light 


Of some mysterious star 
That shines afar: 


Lord, grant that this small life of mine 
May show forth Thine. 


we 
A Pilgrim's Needs 


Every true Christian is a pilgrim. 
We are “strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth,” who “desire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly” «Heb. 11:13-16; 1 
Pet. 2:11). So we are glad that Christ 
is a priest after the order of Melchize- 
dek. Or are we? Colin Kerr has an 
illuminating comment on this in the 
Keswick Calendar. Christ, he says, “was 
not an high priest after the order of 
Aaron, he was a priest after the order 
of Melchizedek. You say that leaves you 
untouched. Wait a moment! What was 
the high priestly work of Melchizedek? 
It was to come to the poor, tired, war- 
ring Abraham, and to dispense to him 


the gifts that he needed after the battle, 
to refresh him and set him on his feet. 
What is the high priestly work of Christ? 
He is to minister to us poor, tired, war- 
ring sinners such things as we need in 
our pilgrimage and journey.” Every 
pilgrim has daily needs, and many needs, 
and great needs. But, as someone else 
has well said: “How great a God we 
need! And how much greater our God 
is than our greatest needs!” 


ai 
An Engineer’s Record 


Records are made, not in the begin- 
ning, nor at the end, but moment by 
moment in patient, steady plodding. If 
we want to have a good record behind 
us at the end of our life, securing it is 
a life-long job. A Los Angeles news- 
paper, the Examiner, recently published 
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Four Assurances 


E people of God are distinguished 
from the world’s people in many 
ways. In one particular they are 
especially marked; when the world is 
perplexed and panicky, they have secret 
chambers in which they can hide until 
the storm is over. So the prophet Isaiah 
wrote: “Come, my people, enter thou 
into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee: hide thyself as it were for 
a little moment, until the indignation be 
overpast” (Isa. 26:20). 

Now, what and where are these cham- 
bers? 

(1) There is first and foremost the 
truth that our God is sovereign in his 
ways; that he “worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will”; that in- 
finite love, conjoined with wisdom, 
superintends the shifting scenes of his- 
tory; so that we, his children, are not 
victims of circumstances, driftwood on 
a sea of chance; orphans cast out on 
the wild; that the very hairs of our head 
are all numbered. 

(2) The second chamber is that of 
secret prayer. Our Lord applied the 
Isaiah passage, it would appear, when 
he said: “Thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet [inner chamber, 
R. V.], and when thou hast shut thy 
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a photograph of a Union Pacific locomo- 
tive engineer, Charlie Bridgman, climb- 
ing down from his engine cab and being 
greeted by officials of the railroad. 
Charlie is 72 years old, and as he left his 
locomotive on Labor Day, stepping nim- 
bly from the cab, he ended “45 years of 
railroad service as clean as a whistle. 
There never has been a demerit on 
Charlie Bridgman’s record, néver an 
accident, and he’s been practically 100 
per cent at bringing his train home on 
time.” The big headlines of the article 
read: “Engineer, Record Perfect, Quits 
Railroading at 72.” It reminds one of 
another “engineer,” who, as he neared 
the end of his thirty years of perilous 
and vital service, could say, looking with 
thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus: “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 
4:7). 


for God's People 


door, pray to thy Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly” (Matt. 
6:6). As we enter this secret shrine, we 
breathe in the peace of God which pass- 
eth all understanding. It is there where 
we look upon the face of God till our 
own faces shine. 

(3) The third chamber is the secret 
of friendship with God. Abraham was 
called “the Friend of God.” He enter- 
tained him, and went with him toward 
Sodom. And then he was taken, as it 
were, behind the scenes, and enlightened 
as to God’s intentions concerning Sodom, 
which enabled him to make intelligent 
intercession to “the Judge of all the 
earth,” the new name by which Abra- 
ham called him. 

God loves to draw his people into the 
circle of friends and confidants, so that 
they get impressions from Heaven about 
the world-shaking events through which 
they may have to pass, and are not af- 
fected by the headlines of the daily 
press. God’s friends look at events 
from Heaven and not from earth, as 
John did when the contents of the Apoc- 
alypse were unrolled before him. And 
though he fell as one dead before his 
Lord, he did not faint when the mon- 
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strous events of the world of darkness 
were shown to him, however “aston- 
ished” he might have been. He had 
been shown the preview of. the final 
victory of the Lamb. 

(4) The fourth chamber is the assur- 
ance that God has set up a supernatural 
order in the midst of the natural, and 
that this kingdom “cannot be shaken,” 
even though kingdoms are moved and 
mountains cast into the midst of the 
sea, 

St. Augustine wrote his greatest work, 
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“The City of God,” amidst the world- 
shaking tragedy of the break up of the 
Roman Empire. He saw clearly that 
“she shall not be moved,” for “God is in 
the midst of her.” Do we not need to 
recapture that jubilant faith? If ever 
before, so today, God’s people need to 
have an experience of being anchored 
in that which is unseen and eternal, lest 
the things which are seen and temporal 
come as a mist between their eyes and 
the face of God, and they come to re- 
semble the children of this world. 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Unique Blessings in the 
International Uniform Lessons 


I would like to have some information 
regarding the International Sunday School 
Lessons. At a recent Sunday school 
teachers meeting we had a prolonged dis- 
eussion about various systems of Sunday 
school lessons. Since we left off teaching 
the International Series, we have missed 
the excellent helps that may be found in 
the leading fundamental Christian mag- 
azines. 

I would appreciate receiving any in- 
formation from you that would enable us 
to approach this matter intelligently and 
carefully—A Chicago reader. 


The agent who interested me in THe 
Sunpay ScHoo, Trmes a year ago has just 
secured my subscription renewal. This 
letter is to make sure no slip-up will oc- 
cur, for the following reasons. 

After twenty-five years, the last fifteen 
with graded lessons, the writer was agree- 
ably surprised when your periodical came 
weekly and turned out to be a real stimu- 
lation. Just a year ago I took a class of 
boys. The boy problem was familiar to 
me after all these years with the ado- 
lescent, but the Sunday school did not use 
the graded lessons, and so I had to secure 
my own basic teaching guide. Frankly, 
your material came as a “breath of fun- 
damental ozone in a murky city.” It is a 
greater pleasure to teach now than any time 
in the last five years. Maybe I-had grown 
stale and got tired of graded approach. 
But the change to poorer boys and richer 
lesson approach, spiritually, has been help- 
ful all around.—An Ohio reader. 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes is contin- 
ually receiving letters similar to these 
two, from readers who, having made a 
thorough trial of one or another of the 
various graded series of Sunday school 
lessons, have found themselves seriously 
handicapped in their Sunday school 
teaching, and then, upon taking up the 
International Uniform Lessons, have 
found themselves surprised and de- 
lighted by the richness of the lessons and 
by the wealth of help to their study 
and teaching which are in so many dif- 
ferent Christian journals and Sunday 
school publications,—a wealth of help 
that is impossible with any series of 
graded lessons. 

.From time to time Tue Sunpay ScHooL 
Times has been glad to call attention 


to the exceptional value of the Inter- 
national Uniform courses. It welcomes 
the opportunity~of doing so again, when 
the years 1940 and 1941 are sustaining 
the high standard of Scripture material 
chosen for study in the Sunday schools. 
The year just ahead offers an invitingly 
rich opportunity for study in classes of 
widely varying ages and environment. 

During the year now drawing to a 
close, and during the last quarter of the 
preceding year (1939), the six months 
from October to March inclusive were 
given to a comprehensive study of the 
Gospel of Matthew. Such fundamental 
and searching topics as these were in- 
cluded: The Christian’s Confession of 
Faith. The Problem of Forgiveness. The 
Perils of Rejecting Christ. Gethsemane: 
Triumph Through Surrender. Calvary: 
Triumph Thrfough Sacrifice. The Sep- 
ulcher: Triumph Over Death. These 
topics go to the heart of the Gospel and 
the Christian life. 

Old Testament prophets which people 
sometimes say, ignorantly, are neglected 
in the International Uniform Series were 
given a full three months of study dur- 
ing the second quarter of 1940, and 
classes had the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with Amos, Hosea, Micah, 
Isaiah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Haggai, and Malachi. The Book of 
Jonah, one of the most misunderstood 
in the entire Bible, was included. 

We are now in the midst of another six 
months’ study of one of the four Gospels, 
that of Luke, which the Lesson Commit- 
tee calls The Universal Gospel. In the 
survey of the Gospel as a whole, in the 
Trmes of September 21, Dr. McQuilkin 
said: “The teacher or pupil who sets 
himself steadfastly to master this book 
will not only be established anew in the 
certainty of the Gospel, but will enter 
into the joy and gladness of the Gospel, 
the power and the passion of the Gos- 
pel; for in learning Luke, he will learn 
to love Luke’s wonderful Saviour.” 

And then, from April to September of 
1941 the Uniform Lessons offer ex- 
traordinarily rich studies in the Acts, t':e 
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Epistles, and Revelation. Here is an 
opportunity for teachers and classes to 
understand the heart of the New Tes- 
tament. One lesson covers the crucial 
significance of the Day of Pentecost in 
the history of the Church. Other les- 
sons, under the general subject of 
Broadening Christian Horizons, give 
stucies in the conversion of Saul, the 
new commission of Peter, the evange- 
listic Movement at Antioch where the 
disciples were first called Christians, and 
then the beginning of the Christian for- 
eign missionary movement. 

Later lessons in this unusual series 
take up the vital subject of Inspiration, 
Faith in Christ as the only Way of Sal- 
vation, Consistent Christian Living, the 
meaning of Suffering and Persecution, 
and the New Covenant as set forth in 
one of the richest books of Scripture, the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. The series ends 
with four lessons in Revelation—the 
only book of the Bible to the reading 
and study of which God promises a spe- 
cial blessing. = 

Finally, this coming year (1941) ends 
with three months’ studies in some of 
the Great Christian Teachings, which 
include God the Father, Christ Our Sav- 
iour, The Holy Spirit, Sin, Repentance 
and Faith, Prayer, and the precious and 
little understood truth of Union with 
Christ; and the series ends with lessons 
on the First Coming and the Second 
Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Priceless opportunities are ahead for 
all classes, young and old, and all Sun- 
day schools, which unite with the mighty 
army of Sunday schools that for two 
generations past and today have chosen 
the Incernational Uniform Lessons for 
their study. There is a bond of unity 
in these lessons, not imaginary but real, 
not theoretical but immensely practical, 
which ties together the individual Sun- 
day school, the home, and the Sunday 
schools of a continent in the concerted 
study that is possible only with the Uni- 
form Lessons. Only through these les- 
sons can advantage be taken of the 
annual volumes of helps and the sound 
denominational and interdenominational 
publications, quarterlies, monthlies, and 
weeklies that draw upon the best schol- 
arship and the most practical teaching 
ability to be found in the Bible-studying 
world. In every issue THE SUNDAY 
Scnoot TIMEs gives its readers six pages 
or more of unique and valuable helps, 
both general and graded, on the Uni- 
form Series; and the Times’ weekly 
publication for teen age boys and girls, 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH, a combined Sunday 
school lesson and story paper, takes up 
the Uniform Lessons in every issue 
while giving many other features of live, 
human, Christian interest to the young 
people and their teachers. 

Perhaps it may be inferred from all 
the foregoing that Tue Sunpay ScHoon 
TrImEs believes in the International Uni- 
form Series of Sunday school lessons. 
The inference is correct. It does! 
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Relativity and Einstein’s Denial of Ged: ore 


The well-known professor attempts to explain the conflict 
between religion and science 


By George GWheGreidgPrice | 
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comes out into the open with the 

demand that the teachers of re- 
ligion give up the doctrine of a personal 
God. This declaration was made by 
Professor Albert Einstein at a recent 
conference of eminent men of science, 
philosophy, and religion in New York, 
further details of which will be given 
presently. 

First in order, however, will be a sur- 
vey of some of the background, to see 
why this pronouncement by this par- 
ticular man should be so full of signifi- 
cance. 

What is this theory of relativity, any- 
way? How can any mere mathematical 
formula have even the remotest bearing 
on the Christian religion? 


The Problem of Gravitation 


Some of my readers may be old 
enough to remember that, during much 
of the nineteenth century, while astron- 
omy, physics, and chemistry were mak- 
ing their most rapid advancement, it 
was widely held that something in. the 
nature of a continuous, imponderable 
stuff, called the “ether,” must pervade 
all space and even the interiors of 
liquids and solids, in order to serve as 
a medium for the transmission of light 
and the other forms of radiation. All 
clear-minded scientists knew that this 
“ether” was a pure invention, just a 
mental construct; but it was thought to 
be a logical necessity, in order to “ex- 
plain” radiation and related phenomena. 
Some even toyed with the idea that 
something like an “ether” might be im- 
agined as a method for explaining gravi- 
tation and the other attractive “forces,” 
which take place across seemingly empty 
space, and are clear examples of “ac- 
tion at a distance,”— unless something 
like an “ether” can be imagined as a 
medium for the transmission of these 
“forces.” 

But the behavior of gravitation could 
be tested by exact methods; and after 
several decades of study, scientists gave 
up the attempt to explain gravitation in 
a materialistic or mechanical way. 

Said Sir Joseph Larmor: “No prog- 
ress has yet been made, any more than 
in Newton’s day, in unraveling the es- 
sential nature of gravitation” (Nature, 
April 9, 1927). 

And E. P. Lewis, of the University of 
California, declared: “We do not know, 
nor can we ever expect to know, the 
mechanism of gravitation” (Science, 
Nov. 23, 1923). 

The obvious reason why we cannot 


A ND so the apostle of relativity now 


Five hundred eminent scholars 
attended the Conference of Science, 
Philosophy, and Religion at the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary of Amer- 
ica in New York City, September 
9-11. In a paper circulated among 
those in attendance Professor Albert 
Einstein argued against the idea of 
a personal God and advocated a 
“scientific” view of the universe and 
human life. Professor Einstein is a 
great mathematician, but it is wrong 
to suppose that merely because a 
man is expert in one field he is 
qualified to speak with authority on 
religious matters. The Times is 
happy to be able to give its readers 
this scholarly analysis of Professor 
Einstein’s main theme, in which Pro- 
fessor Price shows that if the mathe- 
matician’s views were accepted gen- 
erally they would produce chaos 
instead of union. From 1933 to 1938 
Professor Price was in charge of the 
Department of Geology and Philos- 
ophy at Walla Walla College, Wash.; 
he is the author of a number of 
books on scientific subjects; and is a 
member of the Victoria Institute, 
London. 








hope to know the “mechanism” of gravi- 
tation is that it doesn’t have any “mech- 
anism.” It is action at a distance, across 
empty space. Nothing like a medium 
or a second cause is involved. It is 
clearly a manifestation of the direct 
action of the First Cause; it is due to 
the direct will or decree of God. From 
the Christian point of view there is no 
other explanation. And it is very sig- 
nificant that materialistically-minded 
men of science have fdiled to invent any 
mechanical theory which seems even 
plausible. 

In the meantime, the Michelson-Mor- 
ley long series of experiments was de- 
vised and carried forward to find out 
whether any such stuff as an “ether” 
exists throughout interstellar space, 
which might, by ingenious hypotheses, 
be imagined as the medium for the 
transmission of light. For without such an 
“ether” light would have to be added 
to gravitation as an action at a distance, 
across empty space. I have not the space 
here to give the details; but it has finally 
been settled that no such stuff as a 
“luminiferous ether” exists or can pos- 
sibly exist. Sir James H. Jeans declares 
that “nature acts as if no such thing 
existed”; while an editorial writer in 


Nature, the foremost scientific journal 
of the English-speaking world, affirmed: 

“The long succession of theories of the 
ether in the nineteenth century forms a 
closed chapter in the history of science. 
There seems little likelihood that the 
chapter will be reopened” (Nature, Oc- 
tober 4, 1917). 


Mathematics to Silence Conscience 


But mechanists did not feel comfort- 
able in the presence of so many re- 
minders of God’s direct control of the 
phenomena of nature. Like the. Israel- 
ites at Mount Sinai, who begged Moses 
to stand between them and the audible 
voice of Jehovah, these modern Egyp- 
tian-minded unbelievers said: “Let 
nature as an abstract ‘Force’ speak to 
us; but let not the living Jehovah speak 
to us, lest we die.” So after the inven- 
tion of some new and clever forms of 
mathematics, and after making some 
arbitrary assumptions about “space” and 
“time” and a few other common terms, 
whose meanings they changed com- 
pletely, they devised a series of mathe- 
matical equations which seemed to 
“explain” all these common phenomena 
without the need of any “ether.” They 
evaded the real meaning of the Michel- 
son-Morley demonstration, and said that 
we can never hope to prove any abso- 
lute motion through space, only relative 
motion; and thus by a juggling with the 
natural meanings of space and time, and 
a virtual blending of the two by means 
of that “blessed” formula, the square 
root of minus one, they had a theory of 
relativity which made them feel more 
comfortable. They could get along with- 
out too many obvious reminders of God. 

Dr. Albert Einstein was not the first to 
publish a theory of relativity, but he 
was the first to make such a theory 
popular. Since its inception, it is true, 
many others have tried a hand at other 
new forms of mathematics, for there 
seems no end to the various ways in 
which these phenomena of nature may 
be expressed. But the theory of Ein- 
stein has become in effect a form of 
materialistic philosophy; for its devVo- 
tees seem bent on using it as a formula 
to explain everything in the universe, 
—or at least to rule out everything in 
heaven above and the earth beneath 
which cannot be brought within its 
sweep. A writer in Nature speaks of 
the theory as “mathematical meta- 
physics,” which seems to me to be a just 
and expressive term for it: 

“We appear to be witnessing, not so 
much the birth of a new theory, for 
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there are already half a dozen or more 
species of relativity theory, — Einstein’s, 
Eddington’s, de Sitter’s, Weyl’s, Silber- 
stein’s, Whitehead’s, Robb’s, and so 
on,—as the birth of a new branch 
of knowledge,—mathematical meta- 
physics” (April 11, 1925, p. 533). 

Whether these weird diagrams and 
equations of relativity represent a “new 
branch of knowledge,” or are just new 
mental playthings designed as a smoke 
screen to help men forget God, I shall 
leave the reader to decide. 


Why So Many Relativity Theories? 


But perhaps a word should be given 
as to why there can be so many forms 
of relativity theory. This is because 
there seems to be no end to the number 
of mathematical or even of mechanical 
schemes which may be devised to set 
forth the relationships between the vari- 
ous aspects of natural phenomena. As 
Louis T. More expresses it: 

“As there is always one adequate the- 
ory, so there are also an indefinite num- 
ber of other mechanical theories which 
“will, so far as our minds are concerned, 
satisfy all the requirements of the case” 
(“The Limitations of Science,” p. 18). 

But many eminent men are now say- 
ing ‘that the relativity theories, in all 
their many forms and ingenious array 
ef symbols and equations, are only de- 
vices: to evade the real problems of 
physics and astronomy. Thus Frederick 
Soddy, the eminent English physicist, 
declares in his book, “The Interpreta- 
tion of the Atom,” that he has “more 
and more come to regard the purely 
formal and mathematical presentation of 
physical theories as a disguise and an 
evasion of the real problems, rather than 
as any solution of them” (Quoted in 
The Times [London] Literary Supple- 
ment, Oct. 20, 1932). 

P. W. Bridgman, of Harvard Uni- 
versity, is equally explicit in his con- 
demnation of the modern abuses of 
mathematics, which befool so many lay- 
men, perhaps even their inventors, into 
thinking that these symbols can tell us 
why, when in reality they can only tell 
us how phenomena take place. Says 
Bridgman: 

“It [mathematics] begins by being a 
most useful servant, when dealing with 
phenomena of the ordinary scale of mag- 
nitude, but ends by dragging us by the 
scruff of the neck willy-nilly into the 
inside of the electron, where it forces 
us to repeat meaningless gibberish” 
(“The Logic of Modern Physics,” p. 149; 
1928). 

Perhaps some of my readers may think 
all this discussion of relativity is rather 
abstruse and academic. But I believe 
that most careful thinkers will see a 
vital connection between it and the mat- 
ter which I set out to deal with, namely, 
the recent open announcement of Pro- 
fessor Einstein, at the Conference on 
Science, Philosophy, and Religion, which 
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was held at the Jewish Theological Sem- 
inary of America, New York City, Sep- 
tember 9-11, under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Louis Finkelstein, President of this 
institution. ~ 

Some five hundred: eminent scholars 
were in attendance, and at its close 
forty of them signed a manifesto pro- 
claiming the need of a united front 
among intellectual workers, in view of 
the. needs of the present international 
situation. Professor Albert Einstein was 
not present in person, but copies of a 
formal statement by him were circu- 
lated among those in attendance, in 
which he set forth his idea of how only 
such a union of men of science, of phi- 
losophy, and of religion could agree. 
The document as a whole is an argu- 
ment against the concept of a personal 
God, and in favor of a “scientific” view 
of the universe and of human life. He 
acknowledges that the ultimate scientific 
goal of “explaining” the entire universe 
has hitherto attained only “partial suc- 
cesses”; nevertheless he looks upon the 
quest for laws of nature, which will 
have absolutely universal validity, as 
the great aim of all knowledge; and he 
is quite positive that the doctrine of a 


.personal God is and always has been a 


handicap in this scientific quest. 
Einstein’s Pantheism 


I quote his words: “The main source 
of the present-day conflicts between the 
spheres of religion. and science lies in 
the concept of a personal God” (Science 
News Letter, Sept. 21, 1940; p. 181). 

He goes on to state the purely mechan- 
ical or materialistic view of the universe 
in the following language: 

“The more a man is imbued with the 
ordered regularity of all events, the 
firmer becomes his conviction that there 
is no room left by the side of this or- 
dered regularity for causes of a different 
nature” (Id., p. 182). 

If we translate this somewhat pedantic 
or “scientific” language into ordinary 
English, it will mean that a belief in 
the omnipotence of fatalistic natural law 
leaves no room for belief in miracles, 
or for the belief-in a personal God who 
is the sleepless Manager of the universe 
which he has created. 

But Einstein does not leave us in any 
slightest doubt about his meaning. For 
he declares: 

“In their struggle for the ethical good, 
teachers of religion must have the stat- 
ure to give up the doctrine of a personal 
God, that is, give up that source of fear 
and hope which in the past placed such 
vast power in the hands of priests. In 
their labors they will have to avail 
themselves of those forces which are 
capable of cultivating the Good, the 
True, and the Beautiful in humanity 
itself” (Id., p. 182). 

But what has this milk-and-water 
Humanism here advocated ever done for 
the human race? Has it not been be- 


November 9, 1940 


cause of such antichristian teachings 
for nearly a hundred years that we are 
seeing nearly all the world running 
amuck, in an orgy of racial and national 
fanaticism? Einstein himself was fortu- 
nate enough to get out alive from the 
debacle, and he came here to this coun- 
try, where the belief in a personal God 
is one of the chief cornerstones of that 
civil and religious liberty which he has 
found so convenient for himself, and 
without which this country might even 
now be treating him and his race as 
they are being treated in almost all the 
rest of the world. 

In reality, the sheer pantheism now 
advocated by Einstein and by so many 
other modern scientists has always been 
a deadly enemy of evangelical Chris- 
tianity. In pantheism the universe is 
the only god there is. But the State 
is the highest embodiment of this high 
abstraction of the universe; hence the 
State becomes divine, and the objectified 
form of god on earth. It was thus in 
all the ancient totalitarian empires, from 
Egypt and Assyria down to Rome: of 
the days of the Czesars. And was not 
the pantheistic philosophy of Rome the 
direct cause of that emperor worship 
under which Paul and all the other 
apostles toiled and suffered and died? 

No, Doctor Einstein. This is America, 
founded on the Christian faith, and still 
maintaining (though very imper‘ectly) 
many of the noble principles of the dig- 
nity of the individual which maké this 
country almost the only island remain- 
ing in the rising flood of that complete 
obliteration of individual liberty’ from 
which you yourself had to flee such a 
short time ago. And I wish you could 
see ihat this modern pantheism which 
you are teaching, this recrudescence of 
ancient heathenism, is in reality the bot- 
tom cause of all that oppression and 
turmoil from which you have so fortu- 
nately escaped. 

Pomona, CALIF. 
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A Meeting for Students 
at Keswick 


HE Student Foreign Missions Fel- 

lowship will hold its annual conven- 
tion at America’s Keswick, Keswick 
Grove, N. J., December 29-31. These 
will be days of great opportunity, as 
students from many different schools 
will be gathered to hear inspiring mes- 
sages from needy fields and to plan 
united action to bring these fields to 
students’ vision. The convention opens 
Sunday afternoon, December 29, -with a 
missionary rally in Philadelphia; and 
continues for two full days at Keswick, 
about forty-five miles east. 

Information concerning registration 
and accommodations may be obtained 
from W. Neill Hawkins, General. Secre- 
tary of the Student Foreign Missions 
Fellowship, 506. Commonwealth - Build- 
ing, 12th and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
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Why We Are Thankful for the Fuller Revival Hour 


Letters that come from the heart and reach the heart 














Scuoot Trmes (Oct. 26) gave some 
of the latest facts in the ministry 
of what is well called the Miracle Broad- 
cast of America, the Old Fashioned Re- 
vival Hour, conducted by Charles E. 
Fuller every Sunday night over a 
greater coverage of stations than any 
other broadcast in America, secular 
or religious. Since that article was 
printed, word comes that 261 stations 
are now releasing the broadcast every 
Sunday, and Mr. Fuller is planning for 
the near future a broadcast to be di- 
rected to the Byrd Antarctic Expedi- 
tion at the South Pole, to be released 
by one of the most powerful short wave 
stations in the world, WLWO at Cin- 
cinnati. If negotiations can be com- 
pleted for this broadcast, Mr. Fuller will 
announce it far enough ahead on his 
program so all may join that evening for 
a Christian event which, so far as THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes knows, has never 
before been attempted. ; 
Through this ministry it is now pos- 
sible for every man, woman, and child 
in. the United States to hear the Gospel 
if they will; and through short wave 
stations this broadcast reaches also 
about three-quarters of the globe. The 
Radio Log, giving the stations (with 
kilocycles) and hours by states and 
countries, may be had by writing 
Charles E. Fuller, P. O. Box 123, Los 
Angeles, California. As this ministry 
has no human sponsor, and as the full 
hour every Sunday is on paid-for time, 
its continuance is made possible only 
by the gifts of those who have been 
blessed by this ministry and who be- 
lieve it should be continued in these 
days of spiritual peril and need. Gifts 
may be sent to the address just given, 
and will be gratefully acknowledged. 
Letters of gratitude and praise pour 
into the offices of the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour by the thousands, and a 
few recent letters are given here that 
Tue SunpAy ScHooL Times Family may 
share in the thanksgiving thus ex- 
pressed by so many grateful hearts. 


s¥ 


When Her Husband Wasn’t Saved 


Dear Mr. Fuller: Jesus saved me two 
years and nine months ago, and today 
I am still praising him for what he has 
done for me. But my husband wasn’t 
saved, so immediately after I was con- 
verted my prayers went up to God that 
he would save my dear husband. But 
he was not interested, and there was 
quite a bit of opposition from him as 
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I sought to follow my Lord all the way. 
Often on Sunday evenings I would lis- 
ten to your program and would try to 
get him to, but he just wouldn’t. 

Finally things got so bad that it 
seemed we could not go on living to- 
gether, and I decided to go back to 
my home town for two weeks. And, 
praise the Lord, while I was gone, on 
a Sunday evening my husband tuned 
in on your broadcast. He said after 
he began to listen he wanted to turn 
it off, but somehow he just couldn’t. He 
said as he sat there and listened it 
seemed that God was there, and finally 
he began to see himself as a sinner and 
in need of Christ. So that night he 
accepted Jesus as his Saviour. When 
we met again, after I had been gone, 
you can imagine what joy was mine to 
know that God had answered my prayer, 
and that my dear husband was in the 
fold. 

Now everything is different, and what 
a change has been made in our married 
life, since Christ is now the head of the 
house. My husband is growing in grace, 
and is witnessing to his fellow men at 
work. Oh, how my heart rejoices and 
my soul is thrilled when I see God 
working in my husband’s life, and how 
I thank him for your program. Through 
it I am sure multitudes are being won 
to Christ.—Chicago. 


4 
From San Quentin Penitentiary 


This letter is to let you know that 
your broadcast also penetrates through 
the walls of this prison, and. is much 
appreciated by one who hears them. 
I have been a prisoner here for four 
years. I am one of those fortunate ones 
to receive God’s blessing in answer to 
my prayers.—California. 


xe 


A Crowded Cabin and Porch 


Dear Mr. Fuller: We never can tell 
you what the sweet singing and the 
plain messages from the Holy Bible 
mean to us folks here. We just can 
hardly believe your voices come clear 
here from California, for that seems 
about as far away as Heaven! Nobody 
from here has ever been there, because 
we are all poor folks and it would cost 
an awful lot to go. 

We are poor share croppers, and have 
lots of sickness, and it always seems 
hard times to us. But all week we look 
ahead to Sunday, and our neighbors 
that don’t have a radio know they are 


welcome, and they begin to come, and 
when the cabin’s full there is the porch, 
and then the steps. But I’m afraid 
they will break down some day! If 
you could see us all crowded in here, 
and hear some of the ‘amens’ and the 
old voices singing with you! I tell you 
all we never heard sweeter singing of 
the old songs our mothers sang to us, 
and the Bible you give us satisfies and 
makes our burdens lighter all week. 

I tell you, Brother Fuller, when I 
get to Heaven —and I know I will get 
there — I’m going to look you up mighty 
soon to shake your hand and thank you 
for all you’ve done for us who come ‘to 
our house every Sunday, rain or shine, 
telling us about God.—‘From the Deep 
South.” 

+ 4 


From a Louisiana Leprosarium Chaplain 


We very greatly enjoy your Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour. Here in this lep- 
rosarium we have 368 patients. Many 
of them are blind, handless, and foot- 
less. They do not have the opportunity 
of enjoying the blessings of great re- 
vival services when their sweet tenor, 
bass, and soprano voices could join in 
singing the old songs. However, these 
dear afflicted ones do sing heartily with 
you each Sunday night, and the cheer 
of the program does so much for them. 
The preaching is so helpful, too, but 
do keep up the cheery songs. The world 
needs cheer today, in other places, as 
well as here among those suffering from 
leprosy. 

ve 


Even a Theater Broadcasts It 


This small town which I live in is 
a town of about one thousand people. 
The business district is two blocks long, 
with a theater, near the middle of towh. 
Each Sunday evening, when the Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour begins “Jesus 
Saves,” the whole town is flooded with 
the melody as that song comes from a 
loud speaker on the theater. The show 
is going on, and the people going in 
and out, and I do not know who turns 
it on, but it’s happened four times now. 
—Northern California. 


b 4 
A Wayside Bench Testimony 


A dear old Christian friend of mine 
was sitting on a wayside bench one 
day recently, and he turned to another 
man, who was waiting for the street 
car, and said to him, “My friend, are 
(Continued on page 914) 


902 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


November 9, 1940 





























the same day on which the Pil- 

grim Fathers signed their com- 
pact in the cabin of the Mayflower. This 
compact contained but 211 words, and 
stated #¢hat the agreement was made in 
the presence of God and for the general 
good of the colony. This episode of 
November 11, 1620, was the beginning of 
American democracy. It was the fore- 
runner of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence and of the American Constitution, 
and for this reason it is proposed by 
Dr. Stifler of the American Bible Society 
that Armistice Day be continued as a 
national and permanent holiday with 
special reference to the incident in the 
Mayflower cabin. 


The Pittsburgh Board of Education 
has provided religious instruction facil- 
ities in the standard curriculum of the 
Pittsburgh high schools. As the state 
constitution forbids religious teaching in 
the school buildings themselves, high 
school students are to be allowed to take 
such courses in the church buildings 
of their choice. Credit will be given 
for satisfactory study, and the pastors 
who undertake to train the students 
will be given a free hand. The course 
calls for three hours work each week. 
The movement has the support of Prot- 
estants and Jews, as well as of Roman 
Catholics. 


Nt same. 11, Armistice Day, is 


Preaching Christ in Jewish Syna- 
gogues.—Paul preached Christ nineteen 
hundred years ago in the synagogues. 
Now the head of the Chicago Hebrew 
Mission reports doing just this, on in- 
vitation, in two synagogues,—one re- 
formed, the other orthodox. He had 
been holding prophetic lectures night 
after night in local churches and many 
Jews had attended. Via Western Union 
he was invited to repeat the substance 
of these lectures in these two syna- 
gogues. Both invitations were cordial 
and without limitations. The orthodox 
rabbi in presenting the invitation ex- 
pressed how greatly some of his people 
had enjoyed the stereopticon messages 
in the neighboring church. The letter 
ended with, “Can you present to us some 
hope for the future of the Jewish peo- 
ple and for the Zionist movement?” 
The rabbi declared his purpose to send 
urgent invitations to Jewish people in 
neighboring towns to attend the service. 

When the meeting opened there was 
scarcely standing room left, yet the con- 
gregation was entirely Jewish. Atten- 
tion was intense, and equally so in the 





who attend the reformed synagogues are 
themselves really orthodox. “I believe 
those prophecies,” said a Jewish mer- 
chant to Mr. Lindberg, “though I go to 
the liberal synagogue. Ninety-five per 
cent of us are orthodox at heart, but 
go to the reformed synagogue because 
we have to work on Saturday.” 

Mr. Lindberg pointed out how com- 
pletely the history of Israel was pointed 
out in the Old Testament, dnd how it 
has been really fulfilled prophecy. He 
illustrated this from the long prophecies 
in the 26th of Leviticus. He showed 
pictures of modern developments in 
Palestine which prove the nearness of 
the Lord’s coming to dwell in Jeru- 
salem as Israel’s Messiah-King. He 
pointed out the greatness of Israel’s com- 
ing future when it shall have confessed 
its sin of rejection and turned to God 
for forgiveness. For two hours he dwelt 
on these themes. 

A few years ago such a lecture would 
have caused a riot in a synagogue. Now 
all eyes were riveted on the screen, and 
not a word of the speaker was lost. 





Cromwell’s Word 
of. Confidence 


“But if the Lord take pleasure in 
England, and if He will do us 
good—He is very able to bear us 
up! Let the difficulties be what- 
soever they will, we shall in His 
strength be able to encounter with 
them.”—Oliver Cromwell, 1599- 
1658. 

















Formal thanks of the congregation were 
passed at the close, and _the people 
crowded around with warm and enthusi- 
astic words of approval. The orthodox 
rabbi, however, in thanking Mr. Lind- 
berg, called attention to the fact that 
his own interpretations of the proph- 
ecies were quite different. Mr. Lind- 
berg had conversed with him on the 
subject five hours on the day previously ! 
The liberal rabbi’s response was given 
in the words, “When I heard you ex- 
pound the Scriptures it made me real- 
ize how ignorant I am of them.” 

The little skull cap, which was lent 
to Mr. Lindberg while he was “opening 
and alleging” in the orthodox synagogue, 
was smilingly presented to him as a 





= 
A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 
Encouragements and warnings from all the world By Ernest Gordon 
liberal synagogue. It is clear that many memento of the occasion. Pamphlets 


which were well understood to be Chris- 
tian were eagerly received at the close 
of the meeting. 


Befriending African Slaves. — The 
death of John W. Moir of Edinburgh 
recalls the romantic story of the. Moir 
brothers’ activities in Central Africa. He 
and his brother Fred were sons-.of a 
distinguished Edinburgh physician ac- 
tive in Christian work. In early life 
they studied at the University of Edin- 
burgh and then went into business in 
London. Their spare time, the South 
African Outlook tells us, was given to 
Sunday school and mission work. “They 
took charge of Sunday evening meetings 
held at King’s Cross Theater and -also 
preached in the open air, and in all 
weathers, under the Midland Railway 
arches,” 

In the seventies they were stirred, by 
reading Livingstone’s “Last Journals,” to 
undertake the plan which Livingstone 
urged of fighting the African slave trade, 
namely to compete out of existence the 
Arab slave-raiders by opening legiti- 
mate trade. So they abandoned: their 
prosperous London business to under- 
take a Christianized commerce in Af- 
rica) After carrying out a difficult pre- 
liminary survey they returned to 
Scotland in 1878. A company was 
formed, which later took the name of 
the African Lakes Corporation, and they 
were appointed managers. The aim of 
this company, founded by interested men 
in Glasgow, was to be a commercial 
auxiliary of the newly-founded Scottish 
missions, Livingstonia and Blantyre, 
missions of the Free Church and State 
Church of Scotland respectively. 

From.the first they left their impress 
on Nyassaland, both by their work and 
their personalities. They developed a 
fleet of steamers and barges'on the Zam- 
besi and Shire Rivers, set up rest houses 
to mark the stages of overland travel, 
ano opened a line of trading posts from 
th2 mouth of the Zambesi to the head 
of Tanganyika. When they started, 
every tusk of ivory shipped from an East 
African coast port had cost something 
like the life of twenty-five carriers. 
Through the devotion of this band of 
Christian merchants the deadly slave 
traffic was slain by underselling it. 

The Arabs did not give up without a 
struggle, and African Lakes Corporation 
stations were attacked over a period of 
two years. Both the Moirs were wounded 
in these encounters, and on one occa- 
scion Fred lo*r’s trad'ng expedition to 
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Tanganyika was attacked by hostile 
slavers. Moir had to swim for his life 
and his wife escaped by a hairbreadth 
from death by gunshot. 

When the brothers returned in old 
age to Scotland they still continued their 
work. In the General Assembly of the 
Church they could be seen, year by 
year, along with their father who sat 
supported on either side by his sons. 
When he died the brothers were wont 
to sit together in the Assembly in the 
same place as formerly. ‘Toward the 
end of his days (he died at nearly 
ninety) John Moir once confessed that 
he had spent a sleepless night, having 
passed the wakeful hours mostly in 
prayer for Generalissimo Chiang Kai 
Shek and his wife, because he believed 
that the future of Christ’s cause in 
China was so closely linked with them. 


Malagasy troops were brought to 
France, and among them were many 
Christians. One writes of these last: 
“This morning I was at P—, where a 
.former missionary to Madagascar had 
charge of a Malagasy service. I was 
hardly able to get up to him. He was 
standing at the end of a barracks, some 
hundred feet long, entirely filled with 
Malagasy, standing and locked one 
against another. There were certainly 
a thousand, and more would have 
crowded in if the hall had been larger. 
This great audience was splendidly rev- 
erent.” Four thousand Malagasy dis- 
embarked. They bought Bibles and Tes- 
taments and song books, without which 
they said they could not go to the front 
with confident hearts. It was necessary 
to cable to Madagascar for more copies 
of these hymnbooks. 


American Friends have Christian 
work among the Shawnee, Wyandotte, 
Osage, Seneca, and Kickapoo Indians of 
Oklahoma. Miss Dorothy Pitman writes 
of her part in this work: 

“This year, at Hominy, among the 
Osages, I held pre-Easter mectings each 
night, beginning Palm Sunday and con- 
tinuing through the week. We brought 
our Bibles and studied a day-by-day 
account of Christ’s last week. Although 
it was originally planned especially for 
adults, children were in the majority 
nearly every night, sitting with open 
Bibles. in their laps and searching dili- 
gently for passages. ... A little girl, 
too shy to take part in classes, was dis- 
covered some weeks later solemnly ex- 
pounding the Ten Commandments to 
the man painting her house. Indian 
children come long distances to the va- 
cation Bible schools. In one place a 
boy rode five miles on horseback every 
morning to attend; others had to swim 
their horses over a swollen creek. Some 
defy their parents and endure whip- 
pings in order to come. They love 
Bible stories, hymns, and handwork. 
They love to embroider the Ten Com- 
mandments, or a favorite Bible verse, 
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on a colored card, and no white child 
ean compete with them when it comes 
to beauty of design and neatness of exe- 
cution. One small boy, who had learned 
profanity from his father, told him that 
they had both better stop, because the 
Bible school lady said it was wrong. 
Often a child brings to church a fam- 
ily that has never attended a religious 
service before.” 


Goodland Indian Orphanage, Okla- 
homa, is an institution of the Southerh 
Presbyterians among the Choctaws. It 
is a place of farmlands, orchards, vine- 
yards, lakes, and pastures, with fine 
herds, chicken runs, stately shade trees, 
and substantial buildings. Three hun- 
dred happy boys and girls are here 





Queen Elizabeth’s 


Prayer Before Invasion 








When the Spanish Armada sailed 
against England in 1588, Queen 
Elizabeth offered this prayer: 

“We do instantly beseech Thee 
of Thy gracious goodness, to be 
merciful to the Church militant here 
upon earth, and at this time com- 
passed about with most strong and 
subtle adversaries. O! let Thine 
enemies know that Thou hast 
received England, which they most 
of all for Thy Gospel’s sake do 
malign, into Thine Own protection. 
Set a wall about it, O Lerd, and 
evermore mightily defend it. Let 
it be a comfort to the afflicted, a 
help to the oppressed, and a defence 
to Thy Church and people perse- 
cuted abroad. And, forasmuch as 
this cause is new in hand, direct and 
go before our armies both by sea 
and land. Bless them and prosper 
them, and grant unto them honor- 
able success and victory. Thou art 
our help and shield. O! give good 
and prosperous success to all those 
that fight this battle against the 
enemies of Thy Gospel.” 











eared for. Their brass band is one of 
the best in the state; their chorus clubs 
are unequalled. Much of its prosperity 
was due to Silas Bacon, an Indian, super- 
intendent during the first two decades 
of the century. He donated to the school 
land that had been allotted to him by 
the government, and secured eighty 
acres more from Indian friends. As he 
would never turn away a needy Indian 
child he impoverished himself. In 
broken English he told of his work: 
“My heart makes me know that God 
is in this work. I notice no child has 
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starved and none has froze in our school! 
Some folks say we hold out tin cups all 
the time. That’s so; too! When we 
gives all we have we cannot steal. Never 
did beg for myself. Too much shamed 
to. But when I see these little Indian 
children hungry and cold I have to beg 
for them and leave shame behind.” 


Training Mexican Boys.—Southern 
Presbyterians have a useful boys’ school 
for Mexicans in Kingsville, Tex. It is 
an industrial institute on the order of 
Tuskegee. Since its founding it has 
cared for more than 1,700 young Mexi- 
can men and boys, who are now active 
in farming, building, engineering, min- 
ing, education, and the ministry. The 
majority of the boys on entering had 
never seen a Bible or attended a Gospel 
service. So successful has Tex-Mex In- 
stitute proved that the Mexican govern- 
ment has built one school in each state 
of Mexico modeled on its lines and using 
it as a pattern. This school is training 
numbers of Mexican boys who will be 
evangelical leaders in Mexico in coming 
years. Of the 110 boys registering this 
year 66 came from Mexico and 44 are 
Texas Mexicans. Two hundred Mexican 
boys were turned away because of lack 
of funds. 


Hall Caine’s Life of Christ is criticized 
by Mr. Hind in the Bible League Quar- 
terly in various particulars, not the least 
in matters where inaccuracy is least 
pardonable, that is, in the measurable 
geographical data of Palestine. Of the 
marriage at’Cana Mr. Caine says: “It 
was physically impossible that Jesus 
and his disciples could have been at the 
feast at all on the third day after his 
baptism at Bethabara beyond Jordan. 
I. know the ground. Bethabara is at 
least one hundred miles from Cana by 
either of the two roads.” 

“Not so,” says Mr. Hind. “Leading 
authorities agree that the distance sep- 
arating Bethabara from Cana was ap- 
proximately 37 miles. At that time there 
was a direct road from Capernaum to 
Cana in Galilee. The distance, as the 
crow flies, was not more than 25 miles.” 

Again Mr. Caine writes concerning the 
feeding of the four thousand: “Jesus 
was returning from the coasts of Tyre 
and Sidon to the Lake of Galilee through 
the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 
This is impossible. . . . Jesus could not 
have come to Galilee by the coasts of 
Decapolis without making a long circuit, 
crossing the Jordan at the south end 
of the Lake.” 

Mr. Hind replies: “Jesus, leaving the 
country of Phoenicia would, in order 
to reach Northern Galilee, naturally 
travel in a southeasterly direction toward 
the north end of the Lake and thus 
pass through the coasts of Decapolis! 
Excavations on the western side of the 
Lake have exposed the ruins of Scythop- 
olis, one of the cities of the Decapolis. 
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Bands of Phoenician merchants in those 
days traveled into Northern Galilee 
from the district of Tyre and Sidon by 
the ancient trade routes on the west. 
Galilee was then on the main road of 
the ancient world.” 

So much for Hall Caine’s statement 
that “the narrator's want of knowledge 
of the geography of the country led him 
astray.” 

In spite of Tacitus, Pliny, Suetonius, 
Martial, Lucian, and other contemporary 
writers, Mr. Caine says: “History has 
nothing, or little, to say about Christ.” 
This assumes that the New Testament 
is not history, which begs the whole 
question. 


“Evidently Set Forth.”—The Temps of 
Paris reports the finding in the excava- 
tions of Ostia, port of Rome, copies of 
the Acta diurna, a sort of official daily 
chronicle published in Rome from 131 
B. C. until the fall of the Empire. These 
Acts reported public meetings, law 
courts, bulletins of births, deaths, and 
marriages; also religious news. They 
were posted in public places and copies 
were sent to the provinces. Imperial 
commands were also published in this 
fashion. Paul uses the verb that de- 
scribed such a practice in Galatians 3: 
1: “O foolish Galatians, who hath be- 
witched you, that ye should not obey 
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
hath been evidently set forth [proepe- 
graphe, placarded, proclaimed in pub- 
lic] crucified among you?” 


Our Dwelling Place.—In these days of 
convulsions and crash of nations Chris- 
tians turn instinctively to the 90th 
Psalm, the Psalm of Moses. It is appro- 
priate in every word to the life of to- 
day. The Scots poet Burns paraphrased 
the opening verses in twelve lines. 


O Thou, the first, the greatest friend 
Of all the human race; 

Whose strong right hand has ever been 
Their stay and dwelling-place. 


Before the mountains heaved their heads 
Beneath thy forming hand, 

Before this ponderous globe itself 
Arose at thy command; 


That power which raised and still upholds 
This universal frame, 

From countless, unbeginning time 
Was ever still the same. 


Persecution in Canada.—The Rev. Real 
d’Anjou will be remembered as the Ro- 
man priest, now Presbyterian minister, 
who left the Church of Rome with some 
sixty families in his parish in the Gaspé 
Peninsula, Quebec, some years ago. He 
writes of the violence and rage with 
which he has been followed from the 
beginning of his new life in Christ. In- 





vited to preach the Gospel in the Prov- 
ince of New Brunswick, he left his home 
at Fontenelle, Province of Quebec, for 
a campaign there beginning September 
13. When he returned his home was a 
heap of ashes. Precious documents 
which were to be incorporated in a 
book on the Church of Rome were ap- 
parently the aim of the miscreants who 
set the fire. All his manuscripts were 
destroyed, together with his general 
library and personal effects. 

But he writes: “However, believe me, 
I am not discouraged. I will begin 
again to build. ‘Be not afraid, but speak, 
and hold not thy peace’ (Acts 18:9). 
These are the words I hear continually. 
Yet if I am not in need at present, no- 
body is in need.” 

A little help here will go a long way, 
and anything sent to the D. M. Stearns 
Missionary Fund, 147 W. School Lane, 
Germantown, Philadelphia, marked For 
Mr. d’Anjou, will be forwarded to him. 


The New England Fellowship consti- 
tutes a point of rally for all New Eng- 
landers who have become wearied of 
the deadness and unbelief of New Eng- 
land churches. Beside the series of 
Whitefield 200th Anniversary meetings it 
is putting on an October chain of Bible 
conferences in New England cities and 
towns, — fifteen in all. In the past sum- 
mer forty-five trained work<-rs were sent 
out to conduct vacation Bible schools. 
More than seventy such schools were 
held, with an enrollment of over 3,000 
boys and girls. Indeed in these schools 
and public school classes and confer- 
ences the total registration reached 7,000. 
One letter from Vermont describes the 
work of Gordon Elonbaas and Erving 
Scorza in a local vacation Bible class: 
“Gordon’s preaching and Erving’s sing- 
ing made a great combination. Today as 
I heard our children singing, ‘Climb, 
climb, up sunshine mountain’ and the 
songs that name all the books of the 
Bible, I felt I wanted to write you. The 
children have received much lasting 
help from the two weeks under the 
guidance of these two boys.” 


Brief Notes.—Chinese and Malaysian 
Christians of Malaysia have their own 
Home Missionary Society. From their 
report one learns that over $4,000 was 
contributed last year. 


Some time before the collapse 6f the 
French Army a service of intercession 
was held in Notre Dame Cathedral in 
Paris, at which a monsignor called on 
the Virgin Mary, “Our Lady of Paris,” 
St. Genevieve, patroness of Paris, St. 
Joan of Arc, St. Louise, and St. Michael, 
to save France. Relics were carried in 


November 9, 1940 


procession, a forearm of some saint, sil- 
ver images, and the alleged crown of 
thorns. Reynaud and Daladier, the diplo- 
matic corps, and a packed cathedral of 
Parisians were present. 


The Multonomah School of the Bible, 
Portland, Oregon, has existed only four 
years, yet it has an enrollment of 130 
day pupils. 


The United Jail Workers’ Association 
of Los Angeles, under the lead of Chap- 
lain Ira King, has some six hundred 
volunteer assistants who work with him 
on Sundays. 


The Christian-Evangelist, organ of the 
Disciples of Christ, confesses that “our 
age has underestimated the insidious 
power of the Devil. Our philosophy of 
sure progress caused us to think we had 
him tamed. ... Sin and salvation were 
terms largely eliminated. . . . While the 
church was thus in an appeasement atti- 
tude demonical evil broke loose. Our 
first feeling was that of amazement.” 


Der Schwarze Korps, official organ of 
the Nazis, declared (Jan. 20, 1940): “To 
say in Germany that the birth of Christ 
was an event much more important than 
the doirigs of the Feuhrer [Hitler] con- 
stitutes a piece of high treason, the last 
word of political perfidy.” 


The seventeen colporteurs of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Ireland in five years 
visited all of Ireland twice. “Last year 
we set ourselves the task of visiting 
every home in Ireland. In this we failed, 
but succeeded in covering three-quarters 
of Ireland and in visiting 95,000 Cath- 
olic homes. In spite of anti-English 
propaganda, there has been practically 
no hostility. Six colporteurs have been 
placed in strategic positions in South 
Ireland where they will remain at least 
three years.” 


The District Rabbi of Tapioszele, Hun- 
gary, in The Jewish Missionary Herald, 
February, 1940, gives this testimony: “I 
had thought the New Testament to be 
impure, a source of pride, of over-run- 
ning selfishness, of hatred, and the worst 
kind of violence, but as I opened it I 
felt myself peculiarly and wonderfully 
taken possession of. A sudden glory, a 
light, flashed through my soul. I discov- 
ered pearls instead of pebbles; instead of 
hatred, love; instead of vengeance, for- 
giveness; instead of bondage, freedom; 
instead of pride, humility; instead 
of death, life, salvation, resurrection, 
heavenly treasure.” 


Two Italian archbishops and forty- 
seven bishops have petitioned Mussolini 
to insist that the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem be taken out of the hands of 
Great Britain and entrusted to the King 
of Italy. 


Sunday has again become the rest day 
of Russia. 
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LESSON 8. NOV. 24. ATTITUDES TOWARD THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 8; printed text, Luke 8: 4-15 
Golden Text.—Take heed therefore how ye hear.—Luke 8:18 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 8:4-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 8:4 And when much people were gathered together, and 
were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: 

5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some 
fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of 
the air devoured it. 

6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung 
up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 

7 And other fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with 
it, and choked it. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit 
an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable 
be? 

10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they 
might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 

11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 

12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the 
devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved. 


13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive 


the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while 
believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 

14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when 
they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 8:4 And when a great multitude came together, and they 
of every city resorted unto him, he spake by a parable: 5 The 
sower went forth to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell 
by the way side; and it was trodden under foot, and the birds of 
the heaven devoured it. 6 And other fell on the-rock; and as 
soon as it grew, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 
7 And other fell amidst the thorns; and the thorns grew with 
it, and choked it. 8 And other fell into the good ground, and grew, 
and brought forth fruit a hundredfold. As he said these things, 
he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

9 And his disciples asked him what this parable might be. 
10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God: but to the rest in parables; that seeing they 
may not see, and hearing they may not understand. 11 Now the 
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 And those by 
the way side are they that have heard; then cometh the devil, 
and taketh away the word from their heart, that they may not 
believe and be saved. 13 And those on the rock are they who, 
when they have heard, receive the word with joy; and these 
have no root, who for a while believe, and in time of temptation 
fall away. 14 And that which fell among the thorns, these are 
they that have heard, and as they go on their way they are 
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and 
bring no fruit to perfection. 15 And that in the good ground, 
these are such as in an honest and good heart, having heard the 
word, hold it fast, and bring forth fruit with + patience. 


1Or, stedfastness. 


and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 
15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest 
and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 


fruit with patience. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HIS parable of the Sower and the 
Seed should be both a warning and 
an encouragement to all who en- 
deavor to labor in the Gospel: a warn- 
ing against the folly of taking at face 
value every profession of faith in Christ, 
but an encouragement when many who 
profess prove unreal, as we remember 
that even when the divine-human 
preacher was the Sower of the Gospel 
seed there were many who heard in 
vain and who never brought forth fruit 
unto perfection. It is our business to 
sow under all circumstances (Eccles. 11: 
6), knowing that the seed is incorrupti- 
ble (1 Pet. 1:23) and that, though many 
give but momentary thought to the mes- 
sage, it will accomplish the purpose of 
God (Isa. 55:11) and that all who hear 
in faith will be saved (John 5:24). 
The Word tests as well as saves. 
Where the heart is occupied with other 
things — such as the cares of this world 
or the deceitfulness of riches— there 
will be little appreciation of that mes- 
sage which speaks of another scene 
altogether and of riches that can never 
pass away. Where possible, the preacher 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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is to break up the fallow ground and 
sow not among thorns (Jer. 4:3). On 
the other hand, he is to be instant in 
season and out of season (2 Tim. 4:2) 
even though this involves some seed 
falling upon hard, unprepared hearts, 
only to be devoured by the birds of the 
air, fit pictures of Satan and his demon 
host, who are ever on the alert to hin- 
der the progress of the Gospel, because 
they know that if men believe the mes- 
sage they will be saved. It is well, too, 
for those who profess faith in Christ 
to test themselves and make sure that 
theirs is a faith that works by love 
and not mere empty credulity. 


The Historical Setting 


The Lord was still in Galilee in the 
autumn of A. D. 28, when he uttered 
the parable which occupies so prominent 
a place in this chapter. It was spoken 
by the Sea of Galilee, near Capernaum. 
Crossing the sea to Gadara, Jesus healed 
the demoniac and when the townspeo- 
ple rejected him he returned to Caper- 
naum, where the miracles of the last 
part of the chapter took place. 

Verse by Verse 

Chapter 8:4.—‘He spake by a parable.” 
The Lord’s use of parables was for a 
double purpose. It illustrated truth in 
a way that fixed their attention, and it 
challenged the sincerity of his hearers. 


Where they were in earnest they would 
seek to know the meaning of the par- 
able and this gave him the opportunity 
he desired, to open up God’s truth to 
honest inquirers. Where there was no 
such integrity of heart, the parable 
would only make their minds darker 
(Matt. 13:13-15). 


Verse 5.—“‘A sower went out to sow 
his seed.” This is the ideal Gospel 
preacher. Primarily, it was Christ him- 
self who was the Sower. But every 
evangelist is called to the same char- 
acter of service. “Some fell by the 
way side.” It is taken for granted that 
all men are not prepared to receive 
the message. Sin has made their hearts 
as unreceptive as the hard-trodden high- 
way, where no seed takes root, but is 
devoured by the birds. 


Verse 6—“Some fell upon a rock.” 
The rock would be covered by a thin 
coating of soil, but not sufficient to hold 
the moisture needed to cause the seed 
to develop properly. 

Verse 7.—“Some fell among thorns.” 
These rank weeds would so crowd and 
overshadow the seed as to prevent the 
young plants coming to perfection. 


Verse 8.—“Other fell on good ground, 
--s « and bare fruit.” Good. ground is 
prepared ground. It represents the heart 
that has been. plowed up by conviction 
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and is ready for the truth of grace. 
Into such soil the good seed of the Word 
falls and brings forth fruit unto life 
eternal. 


Verse 9.—“His disciples asked him.” 
This was exactly what he wanted them 
to do. The parable was a challenge to 
men to inquire further if they had an 
honest desire to know the truth of God, 
which he was so ready to reveal to 
seeking souls, but which must ever be 
hidden from careless cavilers. 


Verse 10.—“The mysteries of the king- 
dom of God.” The secret things of the 
Kingdom are kept from the natural man, 
who cannot apprehend the things of 
God because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned (1 Cor. 2:14). But it is the 
Lord’s delight to open them up to those 
who come as honest inquirers, seeking 
the truth, that they may walk in it (John 
ie) 


Verse 11—‘“The seed is the word of 
God.” That is why we are commanded 
to preach the Word. That Word con- 
victs, converts, and promotes growth. 
This is the appointed agency whereby 
God calls men to himself. “Faith cometh 
by a report, and the report by the Word 
of God” (Rom. 10:17, lit. trans.). 


Verse 12.—“‘Lest they should believe 
and be saved.” Men may question 
whether salvation is possible by sim- 
ply believing, but Satan knows it so 
well that he does everything in his 
power to hinder people from putting 
their faith in the Word of the truth of 
the Gospel. 


Verse 13.—“For a while believe.” 
There is a faith that is unto salvation 
(Heb. 10:38, 39). On the other hand, 
there is a faith which is not grounded 
and rooted in Christ himself, as that 
of Simon Magus (Acts 8: 13-22), who be- 
lieved when he heard Philip preach, but 
was still in the gall of bitterness and 
the bond of iniquity (Acts 8:23). 

Verse 14—“Bring no fruit to perfec- 
tion.” These are they who are exercised 
in measure about spiritual verities, but 
to whom the acquisition of wealth, the 
seeking of pleasure, or occupation with 
worldly cares mean more than the things 
of God and the power of the Gospel. 

Verse 15.—“An honest and good heart.” 
That is, the heart of one who is sin- 
cerely seeking for light from Heaven 
and is determined to be obedient to 
the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19). To 
such an one God gives enlightening 
grace that he may be saved and, as a 
believer, bear fruit to his glory. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The seed is the same in each instance. 
It is the attitude of the hearer that is 
different. Some are utterly careless, 
others effervescent and easily moved, 
but vacillating. Others again are in 
earnest to begin with, but allow other 
interests to crowd out spiritual things. 
Then there are those who are seeking 
to know God and are ready to receive 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


8 Nevember 24.—Attitudes toward the 


Gospel Message . Luke 8 
9. December 1.—An Exacting Disciple- 
ship. : : Luke 9 


10. December 8.—A Good Neighbor ..Luke 10 
11. December 15.—Jesus Teaches His Dis- 
ciples to Pray .... Luke 11 
12. December 22.—Sharing the Shepherds’ 
Joy (Christmas Lesson) .. Luke 2:8-20 
13. December 29.—Jesus Requires Faith- 
fulness name aa Luke 12 
First Quarter, 1941 
1. (14) January 5.—Jesus and Human 
Affliction ‘ : Luke 13 
2. (15) January 12.—Christ’s Valuation of 
Personality ..... Luke 14:1-14 
3. (16) January 19.—The Slighted Invita- 
Movie aupehenered<* einen Luke 14:15-35 








his Word when it is presented to them. 
These bear fruit to perfection, and so 
glorify the Father. Fruit bearing is 
the proof of spiritual life. If there be 
no fruit, profession is a mere sham, as 
the after experience will soon make 
manifest. 


A Lesson Outline 


THE Seep Is THE WorpD 
The incorruptible seed (1 Pet. 1:23) 
Begotten by the Word of Truth (Jas. 1: 
18) 
The fruit-producing Word (Col. 1:5, 6) 
Sown by Christ’s servants (Luke 8:5) 
Increase given by God (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) 
To be sown everywhere and at all sea- 
sons (Eccles. 11:6) 
To be sown with weeping (Psa. 126:6) 
A sure harvest (Eccles. 11:1) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Power of the Word. The word 
of the truth of the Gospel is likened to 
a seed because it is a living thing. It 
is the means God uses to produce the 
new birth (Jas. 1:18). The Holy Spirit 
causes it to fructify in the heart of 
the believer and so it produces fruit 
unto life eternal. This is not true of 
the proclamation of mere human the- 
ories or doctrinal systems. The preach- 
ing of the Christ has power. It is the 
dynamic of God unto salvation to all 
who believe. 


The Mysteries of the Kingdom of God. 
This refers to God’s ways with men 
since his Son has been rejected. He is 
now making known secrets hitherto un- 
revealed; things kept secret from the 
foundation: of the world. In Matthew’s 
Gospel the term “kingdom of heaven” 
is used, and there only. It is never 
mentioned by that name in any other 
part of the Bible. It is Heaven’s rule 
over the earth, to be manifested openly 
when our, Lord returns, but now only 
recognized by those who are Spirit- 
taught. The present phase of the King- 
dom is the sphere of Christian profes- 


sion — that which we call Christendom, 
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In this sphere many are unreal; so these 
will be gathered out of his Kingdom 
wher our Lord returns (Matt. 13:41). 
They will then be devoted to judgment, 


Receiving the Word with Joy. It. is 
generally an evidence of shallowness 
when people who have known no real 
exercise about their sins profess to re- 
ceive the message of the Gospel with 
gladness. God’s way is to wound that 
he may heal (Deut. 32:39). Men need 
to see their need in order to appre- 
ciate the remedy. It is a great mistake 
te try to lead souls to make a profes- 
sion of faith in Christ who have never 
known what it is to face their sins in 
the presence of God. This is the root- 
cause of much of the falling away after 
so-called revivals, where many, under 
emotional stress, or over-persuasion, 
have made a profession of faith, but 
with no conscience-exercise or repent- 
ance. 


Applications and Summaries 


We cannot explain the miracle of re- 
production. A seed falls into the ground, 
germinates, reproduces itself many 
times, and from these seeds thousands 
and eventually millions more come. 
Thus is it with the Word of the Gospel. 


As sowers of the good seed, we need 
to be before God regarding the condi- 
tion of our hearers, that we may min- 
ister to the individual needs of each soul. 


It is a mistake to be in too great hurry 
to count converts. Time tests profes- 
sion; and where there is really the im- 
partation of divine life, it will be mani- 
fested by fruitfulness. 


Until a man is more concerned about 
being right with God than anything else 
on earth, he is but a stony ground, or 
thorny ground hearer, no matter what 
interest he seems to have in the Gospel 
message. Does Christ mean more to us 
than ail that this world has to offer? 

We are told to take heed how we 
hear (v. 18). It is possible to listen 
with the outward ear and yet never 
hear in the heart. Have we heard God 
speaking to us in his Word? 


The disciples feared when a storm 
arose on the lake. They forgot. that 
Jesus had said, “Let us go over unto the 
other side of the lake.” He was not go- 
ing to let them be drowned in the midst 
of t*€ sea. Faith would have counted 
on him to fulfill his Word (v. 22). 


The saved Gadarene demoniac desired 
to be with Jesus, but He had other work 
for him to do. He sent him home to 
witness there to the deliverance he had 
obtained through Christ (vs. 38, 39). 


Wherever Jesus went, life and healing 
accompanied his ministry. Yet there 
were thousands who heard his words 
and saw his works who received no 
blessing from him because their hearts 
were set on the things of this present 
world. Have we put his will first? 

Cuic6éo. 














Lesson for November 24 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY did Jesus speak in parables? 
2. Who is the sower in this parable? 
3. Are others to follow our Lord’s exam- 
ple in widespread sowing? 
4. What is the good seed? 
5. What is represented by the seed sown 
on the highway? 
6. Who are the fowls of the air that de- 
vour the grain? 
7. What is represented by the seed sown 
on stony ground? 
8. What of that sown among thorns? 
9. What constitutes the good ground? 


10. What is the evidence of divine life 
through the Word? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 909 of this issue. 


The Busy Men's Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


On the Farm !—The seed is the word 
of God (Luke 8:11). I like to read seed 
catalogues. Every so often they show 
avery beautiful fruit of some sort and say 
“a new seedling.” Here is one now. The 
seedsman says, “These two new varieties 
were developed by scientists in the U. 
S. Department of Agriculture and were 
selected from thousands of seedlings, 
etc.” These are strawberries. One called 
“Dorsett” and the other “Fairfax.” And 
of course they ~are the greatest ever. 
My, what beauties! In the pictures, 
made from the cream of the crop! In 
a little while this year’s seedling be- 
comes another “Royal Sovereign” (the 
great English strawberry) and a valu- 
able addition to good things to eat. 

Now the Word of God is a seed, and 
as an old Sunday school teacher I have 
witnessed the fine seedlings popping up 
out of the religious soil and making 
improved varieties of the “Smith” and 
“Jones” families. 

There is a vast quantity of human soil 
that lies fallow. Just drop the Word of 
God into it and the next time you come 
that way you will hardly recognize the 
old home meadow with its fine crop of 
good “fodder” instead of last year’s but- 
tercups, daisies, and wild mustard. 


Sand and Melons.—Those by the way 
side. ... They on the rock. ... That 
which fell among thorns (vs. 12-14). Of 
the hopeless places for seed to grow 
do you notice nothing is said about 
sand? Hard paths, barren rock, chok- 
ing thorns, but no burning sand. And 
Christ’s country lay close to the sandy 
desert. Why not mention sand? Here 
is the reason, I think. Sand is good 
ground. When you go into the green- 
houses of the florists, like as not you 
will see many things growing nicely in 
just pure sand. 

The Government is spending millions 
of dollars building great dams to hold 
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the waters from the hills, and turn the 
waters into the sands of the valleys for 
bumper crops. 

All summer and up until now we have 
been enjoying the delicious things 
grown in the sands of what we used to 
see called “The Great American Desert.” 
Engineers have said if sweet . water 
could be turned into the Great Sahara 
Desert there would be a great fertile 
empire that could feed all Europe. 
Where water is available the oasis shows 
what can be done, 

All of this is to say there are thou- 
sands of human lives which lie as désert 
sands. When the Holy Spirit comes into 
such lives, what a wonderful transfor- 
mation! Instead of the cactus we have 
the “honey dew melon.” (1 John 5:6-8.) 

The hard wayside, the sharp rocky, 
the tearing thorny are entirely different 
types of men and women from the 
sandy sort. You don’t walk barefoot 
over those folks in safety, but say, what 
fun to toe the sand, either on dry dune 
or wet shore! 

This interpretation of the familiar par- 
able is somewhat different than the 





ae 


“And as he sowed,some [seed] fell by the 
wayside; and it was trodden down, and the # 
fowls of the air devoured it.” 
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time-honored one. If you do not quite 
get the idea turn to John 7:37-39, 

It has been next to impossible in re- 
cent years to get one of the old-fash- 
ioned little spicy cantaloupes, I thought I 
would try to raise some. My garden 
soil is (was) good Pennsylvania lime- 
stone loam. To make my hills for the 
planting I got some sand. Then I drop- 
ped in the special seed from a famous 
seedsman who assured me the seed was 
high water mark in cantaloupes, 

In due time, by great care, and atten- 
tive watering, I got high water mark in 
delicious cantaloupes. And say, isn’t 
that the way to get high water mark 
in men and women, in the Sunday 
school garden! 


For Encouragement.—An honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it (v. 15). This paragraph is writ- 
ten with a view to encourage those who, 
like the writer, are good forgetters. Or, 
as the text would have it, who are not 
“good on the keep” of Scripture. Even 
those who are rather notable memo- 
rizers are often naturally just as good at 
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forgetting as the rest of us. The price 
of their remembering is continual prac- 
tice and vigilance. 

-I have told you of my old friend Billy 
Merrick. Billy is famous here in Coates- 
ville for his wonderful memory in quot- 
ing Scripture. He is especially fond 
of St. Paul, and can quote offhand whole 
chapters from his Epistles, one after the 
other, putting them together with no 
small skill. 

One day I said, “Billy, tell me how 
you do it.” Billy replied, “Every day I 
learn five new verses and review five 
chapters.” And right there you have 
the secret of Deacon Merrick’s “aston- 
ishing memory.” “Review five chap- 
ters” (Isa. 28:13.) The Bible teacher 
and the evangelist often put us to shame 
by their familiarity with Scriptures, 
naming it by chapter and verse. But do 
not be discouraged (as I often was) 
because these preaching folk are, like 
my friend Deacon Merrick, “reviewing 
five chapters” (so to speak) in their 
everyday work. 

On one occasion I entertained over- 
night the famous monologist Sprague. 
Sprague singlehanded and alone, with 
no make-up, gave whole plays and 
stories. He had just given David Cop- 
perfield here in Coatesville to the delight 
of a large audience. The following night 
he was to give Hamlet in the neighbor- 
ing city of Lancaster. Then at Harris- 
burg “She Stoops to Conquer.” He had 
about a dozen different offerings of the 
sort. 

As he sat up until the small hours of 
the morning telling me of his barnstorm- 
ing adventures I asked, “Say, Sprague, 
how do you remember all this material?” 
Mr. Sprague replied, “Every day I give 
one play to the public and review an- 
other to myself. I keep my matter re- 
volving all the time.” 

You will “keep” God’s Word, not by 
some wonderful memory, but because 


like Merrick, the mill man, and Sprague, - 


the monologist, John Doe, the Bible 
teacher, and Richard Roe, the evange- 
list, you will review, review, and review. 
Or the better word, “meditate” (Psa. 
1:2; 1 Tim. 4:15). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


From the Plattorm 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we thank thee for all the wonderful 
parables that are set before us in thy Word! 
We do thank thee for the light that they throw 
upon the life to which we are called in fol- 
lowing the Lord Jesus. May these parables 
not be darkness to us as they were to some 
who could not hear as they should with the 
hearing of the Spirit, but grant that they may 
be life in their very deep and rich meaning, 
as they are unfolded before us. Help us to 
be good ground for the seed which is the 
Word of God, and not like those who have no 
root, which believe for a while, and then fall 
away when temptation is severe. May we re- 
alize that the Good News is the Gospel of life 
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and that he who is the Gospel is the light and 
life that mankind needs. May we not be so 
burdened with cares and with the burden 
of material things that no good fruit may 
come to perfection in us. We do pray that we 
may bring forth fruit with patience in honest 
and good hearts in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson—A wise and very 
able businessman was discussing with a 
younger friend the abilities of another 
man in whom both were interested: 
Good things were said about him by 
both these men, but there was some 
little question about his actual securing 
of results, when the older man spoke up 
with a kind of finality in his voice, and 
asked: “Well, does he knock the per- 
simmons?” Now you may not know 
what persimmons are. They are that 
puckery little fruit that is brought to 
earth very often by sticks thrown at 
the tree by small boys. The question is 
whether they can hit them and bring 
them down. After all, suppose we hear 
the Gospel, and learn a great deal about 
it, and then do nothing. Shall we just 
look at it, and wish something could be 
done, or shall we perceive and believe 
the Good News, and go to work in order 
to deal with the fruits of the Gospel 
in' leading other people to trust the Lord 
and believe in his salvation? If we 
are really good ground for the Word of 
God, and have an honest and good heart, 
and are following that Word in glad 
obedience, then shall we bring forth 
fruit with patience. Do you remember 
what the Apostle James said about hear- 
ing and doing? Yes, “Be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only.” Shall 
we ask ourselves what we may do for 
Christ this very day? Let us pray. 





EACHING SOULS FOR CHRIST 
EAPING — FRUIT WITH PATIENCE 


BE YE DOERS OF THE WORD! 


Rescna GOOD NEWS 
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The lilustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full ‘list 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Powerful Word.—A sower went 
out to sow. ... The seed is the Word of 
God (vs. 5, 11). An archdeacon tells 
that as a young man he preached a ser- 
mon in a country town. One man was 
converted, and he afterward became a 
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,famous local preacher, and the means 
of great blessing in the country around. 
When the archdeacon was again in the 
neighborhood some years later, he called 
upon the man and asked him what part 
of his sermon brought about his con- 
version. The man answered, “Oh, sir, 
it was not your sermon; it was the text. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Only One Difference.—The seed is the 
word of God (v. 11). An old professor 
of biology used to hold a little brown 
seed in his hand. “I know just exactly 
the composition.of this seed. It has in 
it hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen. I know 
the exact proportions. And I can make 
a seed that will look exactly like this 
seed. But if I plant my seed it will 
come to naught; its elements will simply 
be absorbed by the soil. But if I plant 
in the good ground the seed God made, 
it will become a plant, because it con- 
tains the mysterious principle that we 
call the life principle.” The Bible looks 
like other books. We cannot altogether 
understand its marvelous power. Planted 
in good ground, it shows that it has the 
life principle in itself: it brings forth 
fruit—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Fern That Couldn’t Grow.—They 
. are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life (v. 14). Every 
member of a family was puzzled over 
the mystery of a fern that would not 
grow. Sulking, seemingly, the plant re- 
fused to put out new stems. That there 
might be no injury from transplanting, 
it had been taken up carefully, and shel- 
tered until it should have been well 
rooted. Everything in the way of plant 
food had been provided, but there it 
stocd, no larger than when brought to 
the house, an awkward, ugly thing, in a 
mockingly large flowerpot. Then ar- 
rived a guest who was a horticulturist. 
He forced a wire down into the earth 
about the fern’s roots, and diagnosed 
the trouble at once. The plant had been 
set in stiff clay, and this had become 
packed hard. Reset in loose soil, the 
fern grew luxuriously. Even the flower 
of God’s own planting cannot find root 
in a heart choked by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life—From the 
Methodist Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


When Blistering One’s Feet.—Pleas- 
ures of this life (v. 14). I have read 
somewhere of a minister sitting on a 
hotel piazza at Saratoga one morning. 
He was greeted by a young girl who 
said to him: “Good morning, Doctor.” 
“Good morning,” he replied. “Are you 
very well this morning?” She answered, 
“Oh, I am so tired! I blistered my feet 
dancing last night. By the way, Doctor, 
what do you think about dancing?” 
Very gravely he answered, “You are a 
professing Christian, are you not? Did 
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Lesson for November 24 


you ever blister your feet for God?” 
The young girl felt the question deeply, 
and turned away. A few days afterward 
she spoke to the minister again and said: 
“Doctor, I have scarcely slept since you 
asked me that question, and I want to 
tell you I have never blistered my feet 
for the Lord, but from this time.on I will 
work for him to the best of my ability.” 
—From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent 
by W. A. Herzog, Three Mile Bay, N. Y. 


Translation Work.—They .. . having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience (v. 15). A young 
miner was asked by a friend, “What 
have you got to do with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society?” “Oh,” said 
George, “I am a translator.” | “What! 
You a translator?” “Yes,” said George, 
‘I’m busy translating the New Testa- 
ment into my daily life."—From the 
Bible in the World. Sent by E. Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Sincerity Not Enough—Take heed 
therefore how ye hear (Golden Text). 
Stanley Ferguson of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
asked his wife, Naomi, to make him 
pancakes, which she did. “Those pan- 
cakes don’t look right,” she told her 
husband, as she cut off a tiny piece and 
tasted it. It made her so ill that she 
died. She had mistaken insect powder 
for pancake flour. Mrs. Ferguson was 
sincere, but sincerely mistaken, and it 
cost her her life. There are many who 
say it matters not what one believes 
just sp he is sincere. After informing 
the Corinthians that “Christ our pass- 
over is sacrificed for us,” the apostle 
urged, “therefore let us keep the feast 

. with the unleavened bread of sin- 
cerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:7, 8). God's 
Word is truth (John 17:17).—From Now, 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Three to One. 

Discussion: Let the fellows’ frankly state 
just what, in their opinion, has kept the 
Word of God from being most interesting 
and profitable to them. 


Objective: Psalm 119:9. 











AY, fellows, in making a trip over 

an unmarked country road away 
back in the mountains I needed help 
to find the way. My objective was a 
small lake, very little visited because 
of its inaccessibility, where fish in abun- 
dance were waiting to be caught —in- 
deed “just spoiling” for it. Finally I 
came upon a man in the road who 
seemed to know. He said, “Yes, this is 
the road all right, the only one that 
will take you there, but it’s easy to 
get off it. About two miles up here 
you will come to a schoolhouse where 
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the road forks. You take the right-hand 
road there. Four miles farther on you 
come to another fork and there you take 


the left; the right hand is the likeliest 
looking road, but you take the left& 


When you come to Bunch Mountain 
Gap you take the left again (don’t go 
through the gap) —and that will lead 
you to Tom’s Mill, where the road forks 
again and you take the right; I started 
to say ‘take the rough’ because it’s a 
pretty bad road, but another mile will 
put you at the lake.” I thanked him, 
remarking, “So there are three ways to 
miss the right road.” “You said it, Mis- 
er,” he replied; “and you better watch 
careful or you won’t make it after all.” 
Well, I repeated back to him the in- 
structions, to make sure; and with care- 
ful driving over the rough places and 
making the proper turn at the forks, 
I reached a “fisherman’s dream spot.” 
Boy! did I cash in! Surely got my 
“100-fold” all right; and I’m going back 
there some day. (Please don’t any of 
you fishermen ask me where that lake 
is; I’m under pledge not to tell; in fact, 
I. am. barely entitled to the knowledge 
of it myself, for I got it by the skin of 
my teeth.) 

Well, here is one of our Lord’s most 
penetrating parables, in which he shows 
there are four ways to “hear the Word,” 
and three of those ways are wrong ways. 
Every one of us needs to be on guard 
against those three wrong ways, for they 
lead not only away from the right way, 
but they lead to disaster and sorrow. 
The first wrong turn off is the careless 
hearer, or the “hard-boiled” hearer; he 
is an easy prey to Satan who comes and 
takes the Word away and it is soon for- 
gotten. That fellow barely has any 
chance at all. The next wrong way is 
the hearer who is all emotion. God’s 
Word has plenty of spice in it, and the 
emotional hearer likes lots of spice. He 
glows with it and even repeats it to 
others; but he really has not taken it in 
where it requires steadfastness and sac- 
rifice to hold it. So when the hot sun 
of persecution and real testing comes, 
that which has sprung up wilts away 
and dies. The third wrong way is 
the hearer who hears and believes and 
really purposes in his heart to keep the 
priceless treasure; but unfortunately he 
has not quit his bad habits, or his asso- 
ciations with worldly companions. These 
are weeds and thorns which grow up 
along with the good seed and choke 
out the good growth, so that after all 
ther2’s only a patch of briars. But the 
fourth and good way that leads to the 
real satisfactions is the hearer who with 
an honest and good heart hears and 
keeps the Word, working it out in his 
daily life. When the reaping comes 
there is “a hundredfold” increase. When 
the “hearer and doer” reaches that point 
and surveys his riches, he rejoices in 
every hardship, every test, every self- 
denial, every “cutting of the world” 
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which he endured along the way. for 
now they are yielding one-hundredfold 
the “peaceable fruit of righteousness.” 

Lord for send- 


nee thesHolysSpindeste. guide him and to 


restrain him from turning off on the 
wrong road. 


BLowI1nc Rock, N. C. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 907) 

1. To challenge the attention of his hearers 
and to distinguish between those in earnest 
and those who were careless. 

2.. Jesus himself was the Sower while here 
on earth. 


3. Yes; Christ’s servants are to spread the 
Good News everywhere. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 








ATTITUDES Toward THE 
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
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4. It is the Word of God, the truth of the 
Gospel. 


5. The Word heard by men who are indif- 
ferent and unconcerned. 


6. Satan and his emissaries, who seek to 
annul the effect of the Word lest men be- 
lieve and be saved. 


7. Emotional, unstable souls Who seem to 
embrace the Gospel eagerly, but have no 
real abiding convictions. 


8. People who while, in measure, inter- 
ested in spiritual things are more occupied 
with the things of the world. 


9. Hearts that are convicted of sin and 
honestly seeking light. 


10. Fruit to the glory of God. 
ye 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls understand the 
significance of the Gospel. 


Activity.—Discussion: What is the Gos- 
pel? What is my attitude toward it? How 
may I increase my understanding of the 
Gospel message? How may I help others 
to understand and accept the Gospel? 
Chart suggestion: Christ, the heart-chang- 
ing One. 

Memory Verse.—“What time I am afraid, 
I will trust in thee’’ (Psa. 56:3). 











ATTITUDES TOWARD THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 
G od’s 
O ffer of 
S ecurity 
P rovides 
E verlasting 
L ife 
HEN the five-point program of ab- 
solute security and relief was in- 
troduced by its Author to the people of 
Palestine, it met, you will remember, 
with various reception (Luke 4:16-30). 
Why did some people reject the Lord’s 
offer to better conditions? 


SEED 


We find an answer in today’s lesson 
(Luke 8:4-15). “The seed is the word 
of God,” Christ affirmed. A seed is 
small, but it contains within itself a 
life-giving germ, which, when planted 
under favorable conditions, produces 
growth. Each “seed” or word of God is 
one of God’s ideas expressed for us, 
and preserved in the Bible. There are 
sixty-six Books, 1,189 chapters, 31,173 
verses, 773,693 words, and 3,566,490 let- 
ters, says someone who counted. These 
represent the thoughts that God wanted 
to convey to mankind regarding our 
relationship with him; for he wanted us 
to be sure to have an opportunity to 
know him (Psa. 46:10); to trust him 
(Psa. 56:3); and to follow him (Psa. 
119: 105). 

“Instead of giving you my opinions, 
I shall give you some of God's 
thoughts,” said a Bible teacher as she 
was talking with a fine, upright young 
boy who, though he had no interest in 
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church, was, at the same time, wist- 
fully anxious. to find. peace- and satis- 
faction. After she had quoted several 
verses of Scripture, he, too, began to 
quote. 

“Oh,” she exclaimed : joyfully, “you 
do know God’s Word!” 

“Yes, I learned a great deal of it 
when I was a little boy.” 

“From a child thou hast known the 
holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation,” said Paul (2 
Tim, 3:15). 

SoIL 

Nothing was wrong with the thought 
“seeds” of God; nevertheless, something 
was wrong, because the seed did not al- 
ways grow. 

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us” (John 1:14), and God, in the 
person of the Son, presented Heaven’s 
ideas to earth-folk. Every thought of 
God had within it the germ of eternal 
life, but the Lord has never desired to 
set up a “puppet government” in the 
hearts. of Heaven’s citizens.. He is not 
a dictator; he is a benevolent sovereign 
Father who desires voluntary ‘allegiance 
from trusting children. 

Growth of the “seed” depended upon 
the fertility of the “soil,’—the recep- 
tivity of individual wills (Rev. 3:20). 
The law of Readiness must ‘operate. 
Why was the “soil” of human hearts not 
always ready for the “seed”? “I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwell- 
eth no good thing” (Rom. 7:18). But 
“the gospel of Christ ... . is the power 
of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). 

Compare the Wayside people, the 
Rocky people, and the Thorn-infested 
people whom Christ met, and who re- 
jected him, with similar ones of today. 


WaysivE PEOPLE 


These are the ones who have no roots. 
They are frustrated, lonesome, aimless. 
Among these were the many lepers, 
blind- beggars, and curious multitudes 
who heard and saw Christ, but who did 
not let him alter their conditions (Luke 
4:27; Mark 8:17-21). Among these, to- 
day, is the wandering boy for whom 
someone is earnestly praying, and the 
girl who thinks she is not understood, 
and that it makes no difference to any- 
one how she conducts her life. These 
unsheltered ones are prey for the “fowls 
of the air,” the insidious propagandists 
of evil theories who “devour,” and 
“laugh off” ideals. 


Rocky PEopie 


Here we find the self-contained folk, 
the hard-headed, adamant, and even the 
cruel. They bar themselves against 
sentiment, love, compassion, and gentle- 
ness, until eventually their personalities 
and their spiritual emotions shrivel and 
“wither away.” “I have not exchanged 
kindness and love with anyone for so 
long that it seems my love has dried up 
and left me cold and _ heartless,” ex- 
claimed a bitter young businesswoman 
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whe lived alone. In Christ’s' day the 
Rocky people were the ones who sent 
him to Calvary. 


THORN-INFESTED PEOPLE 


“Thoughts and habits are determined 
bys pain, pleasure, public opinion, or in- 
dependent thought,” philosophers tell us. 
Many of those who listened to Christ 
ignored his ideas, and continued to be 
harassed by the cares of life (Luke 9: 
57-62); to idolize their fiches (Luke 18: 
18-23); to indulge in worldly pleasure 
(Luke 21:34-36), and independent 
thought (John 6:66; 8:53). 


RECEPTIVE PEOPLE 


In spite of these rejections, God’s 
Word did not come into the world in 
vain (John 9:24-38; 10:42). Now, the 
question is: What is your attitude 
toward the Gospel? Do you believe it? 
Do you proclaim it? 

The Gospel is the “germinating” part 
of the “seed” of God’s Word (1 Cor. 
15:1-5; Gal. 2:20). Seed takes time to 
grow. 

‘I am so happy tonight,” testified a 
young Bible student, “because a small 
girl in Vacation Bible School told me 
today that she was saved through an ob- 
ject lesson I gave in her class a year 
ago.” 

“A sower went out to sow his seed.” 
“In due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not” (Gal. 6:9). 

Next week we shall learn that we 
should never use “reverse gear” in our 
efforts for the Lord Jesus Christ. Learn 
Matthew 25:40 and Luke 9:62, 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


make a cut-out of a small boat for the 
lesson page in the children’s books. You 
might first put a blue Sea of Galilee, and 
paste the boat on it on the page. That 
will make the story of the lesson more 
definite. The Primary Topic for this les- 
son is “A Stormy Day” (Luke 8:22-25). 











HERE is a small sea, or lake, that 

we read about many times in the 
story of Christ’s life on earth, sometimes 
called the Sea of Galilee, and sometimes 
called the Lake of Gennesaret. I think 
Jesus must have loved this beautiful 
blue water, for he so often went across 
it, or stood on its banks to preach to 
the people. He watched the fishermen 


mend their nets on the banks. From’: 


among these same fishermen he called 
some of his twelve disciples. 

On a certain day he went into a ship 
with his disciples and started across the 
lake. As they sailed along, Jesus went 
to sleep. Suddenly there was an awful 
wind storm came down on the lake. 
People who have been on this lake say 
that they very often have just such 
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sudden storms there today. But that 
day it was an unusual storm and the 
boat was filled with water, and was 
about to sink. You know a boat full 
of water cannot stay up very long. 

But Jesus slept on. Then the dis- 
ciples wakened him, saying, “Master, 
master, we perish.” Jesus rose up 
and rebuked the wind and the raging 
water, and they stopped, and the lake 
was calm again. And he said to the 
disciples, “Where is your faith?” They 
didn’t have any, did they? They didn’t 
know that nothing could happen to them 
when they were with the Lord Jesus. 
They didn’t understand that he was the 
Son of God, the Lord of glory who could 
make even the winds and the waves 
obey him, for they said one to another, 
“What manner of man is this! for he 
commandeth even the winds and water, 
and they obey him.” 

What do you think Jesus would have 
to say to us about our faith? We know 
he is the Lord Christ, we know he is 
our Saviour, we know he is the Good 
Shepherd, we know all these things, and 
yet we worry and are afraid of what 
may happen to us. Many awful things 
are happening in the world today, but 
we have a Saviour who cares for us, 
and we know that not a thing can touch 
us unless the Lord lets it come, and if 
it is what he allows, it is the best thing 
for us, no matter what it may be. So 
we have nothing to worry about. And, 
children, the most wonderful thing in 
the world today is the faith of Christians 
in some of the places in the world where 
the awful things are happening. They 
are trusting in the Lord Jesus in the 
midst of death and persecution. 

But you are saying you are afraid of 
many things. If we are afraid, we must 
trust in the Lord. We are just as safe 
with the Lord Jesus today as those dis- 
ciples were that day on the Lake of Gen- 
nesaret, in the little ship. Jesus Christ 
is still Lord of the winds and the waves, 
and can and will command the prince 
of the power of the air, and the stormy 
waves of the nations of the whole world. 

Just trust him, and he will care for us, 
and one day he will catch us up to be 
with him above the storm of this world, 
forever. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Dr. B. H. Shadduck’s 
Speaking Engagements 


ANY readers of the Times are fa- 

miliar with Dr. B. H. Shadduck’s 
delightful articles and booklets written 
for the purpose of combating evolution. 
Two of his articles have been published 
this year in the Truwes: “Mistakes God 
Did Not Make” (January 6 and 13), and 
“Dust and Deity” (August 3 and 10). 
Dr. Shadduck’s style is unforgettable, for 
he combines a wide knowledge of nature 
in the field and in the laboratory and 
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a gift for humorous touches, —true 
satire, without sarcasm, — that make his 
articles readable and convincing. Dur- 
ing the next few weeks he will be speak- 
ing in New England under the auspices 
of the New England Fellowship (J. El- 
win Wright, Director, 5 Park St., Bos- 
ton). Dr. Shadduck’s engagements are 
as follows: 


Nov. 10.—Beth Eden Baptist Church, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. 

Nov. 11.—Court Street Christian Church, 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

Nov. 12.—Free Baptist Church, Springvale, 
Maine. 

Nov. 13.—High Street Methodist Church, Au- 
burn, Maine. 

Nov. 14, 15.—First Baptist Church, Portland, 
Maine. 

Nov. 16, 17.—First Baptist Church, Dexter, 
Maine. 

Nov. 18.—First Baptist Church, Sedgwick, 
Maine. 

Nov. 19.—Swedish Baptist Church, Brockton, 
Mass. 

Nov. 20.—Immanuel Baptist Church, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


Nov. 21.—United Presbyterian Church, 
Quincy, Mass. 
Nov. 22.—German Presbyterian Church, 


Lawrence, Mass. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 1. I. How Our Bible Came to Us. 
Isa. 34:16; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21. 
Sunday, November 24 


Grateful for Everyday Blessings 
(Col. 3:17; Eph. 5:20; Isa. 63:7) 





Mon.—-Rehearsal of God’s providence (Josh. 
24:1-14). 

Tues.—A psalm of thanksgiving (1 Chron. 
16:23-36). 

Wed.—A psalm of praise ‘Psa. 100). 

Thurs.—Thank God for care (Matt. 6:25- 


34). 

Fri.—Thank God for prayer (Mark 11:22- 
26). 

Sat.—Rejoice and give thanks (1 Thess, 5: 
16-18). 











R. JOWETT used to say, “No one is 

ever going to have anything worth 
calling a harp in glory who has not 
already harped music in his own soul.” 
Thanksgiving Day is not merely a spe- 
cial time for thanksgiving. It should be 
a time in which to check up our thanks- 
giving, and a reminder of our need to 
practice it every day, so that we may 
become proficient here and now in play- 
ing our thanksgiving harps. 


4 
Someone has well said that “God has 
a good ear for heart music.” The Lord 
Jesus demonstrated that he was sensi- 
tive to this during his earthly ministry. 


You will remember that when only one 
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leper returned to him in gratitude, after 
having been cleansed, the Lord Jesus 
said, “Were there not ten cleansed? but 
where are the nine?” (Luke 17:17.) But 
the Lord Jesus also had a good voice 
for heart music. We read many in- 
stances of his giving thanks,—in the 
raising of Lazarus, in the breaking of 








WINTER IN FLORIDA—$60 MONTH 
Including all meals—Two in a room, Earliest 
arrivals get lowest rates. On Gulf Coast 70 

miles South Tampa. 


HOTEL VENICE- MYAKKA Venice, Fla. 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FREE!! 


We want your help and are willing to re- 
ward you for it. Send us the names and ad- 
dresses of 15 Christian workers, Sunday School 
Superintendents and Teachers preferred, to 
whom we can send our large illustrated catalo 
of Books and Bibles. Your name not mentione 
We will send you, postpaid, 10 Deautisyl Christ- 
mas folders, with envelopes. 


E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Dept. T. 301-305 N. Elm St., Nappanee, Ind. 


~« Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult religious 
page of local newspapers for sta- 


7 4 tlons and times. 
B % CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
‘ P. 0, Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


CHRISTIAN 
5000 workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture Il new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission. Send for free ’ 
catalog and price list. 
ORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 

Dept. 6-M Monon Bldg. CHICAGO, ILL. 


Jostod FOR 
“TODAY” 






































Tested by Authorities for singability... 
character... phraseology...quality and 
adaptability. Will revive and stimulate 
congregational singing in your church, 

The beg 5 Successful Song 

Book of the Year \e 

Expensive in appearance yet, iw in 
re * $40 per TOD, not prepaid. 

rite for examination copy. 


THE RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 


Suite 1372 28E. Jackson Blvd. Chicago 
Suite 772 124N.15¢thSt. Philadelphia 
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Cry From War-Torn Europe! 
Very urgent appeals come to us from Polish 
and Russian missionaries in Poland-Germany, 
for immediate financial support and relief. 
They are in dire need. The 1 is being 
preached without hindrance, and there is a 
spiritual awakening. Bulgaria and Jugo-Slavia 
are also open for missionary work, as well as 
the Far East, wnere the Gospel message is be- 
ing brought to Russians, with great blessing. In 
December two more missionaries will sail to 
Alaska, where many Russians and Indians are 
actepting the Lord. There is a great need 
r more Russian and Polish workers among the 
lavic people in South America. 

Your prayers and financial assistance are 
greatly appreciated. Send your gifts to the: 
RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
Dept. 8. 

Peter Deyneka, General Director : 
64 W. Randolph St. Chicago, Il. 


Send for illustrated Russian Gospel News, con- 
taining stirring reports from war-torn Europe. 
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Health baths. Concerts, enter- 
tainments. Restricted clientele. 


Write for color folder 
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bread, and also in his great intercessory 
prayer in John 17. 

Ingratitude, on the other hand, is a 
mark of the unregenerate. Paul in writ- 
ing to the Romans tells of those who, 
in spite of the testimony of nature to 
the eternal power and Godhead of God, 
did not glorify him as Ged; and he con- 
tinues with the words, “neither were 
thankful.” 

p 


A recognition of who God is, and what 
he has done for us should stir our hearts 


to gratitude and thanksgiving. Believers” 


are enjoined to “psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making mel- 
ody in your heart to the Lord; giving 
thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:19, 20). 

We remember sometimes to be thank- 
ful for great blessings, but what about 
the little ones that come every day? It 
is said that John Ruskin’s guests are 
often awakened early in the morning by 
a knocking at their door and the call, 
“Are you looking out?” When they 
opened their closed blinds and looked 
out, they were charmed by the view 
which would have been missed had they 
continued to sleep. This thanksgiving 
time should knock upon the doors of 
our hearts and ask, “Are you looking 
out?” — looking out at the daily mercies 
and blessings that God showers upon 
us,—loved ones; family; the glorious 
sunrise or sunset; little kindnesses shown 
you by friends; the gift of sight, or of 
hearing, or of appreciation of nature, 
music, or poetry. But, most of all, we 
should be thankful that we know the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Sav- 
iour, and that we are able to read his 
great love letter, the Bible, and grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of him. 
“Are you looking out?” or is your mind 
and heart closed by the sleep of indif- 
ference and ingratitude? 


ee 

True thanksgiving will show itself not 
only in words but also in deeds. Paul 
reminds us, “And whatsoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him” (Col. 3:17). If we 
are truly grateful that the Lord Jesus 
has bought us at the awful cost of his 
own precious blood, and has redeemed 
us, and has made it possible for us to 
walk in victory and triumph (1 Cor. 15: 
27; 2 Cor. 2:14), we will want to do 
something about it. And God’s Word 
tells us what it is that we should want 
to do. In Romans 12:1, 2 we read, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.” 
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Gratitude for God’s love and mercy 
for what he has’ given us will in turn 
prompt us to give him something, — that 
which he desires above everything else, 
ourselves. It will create in our hearts 
a desire to be like him and not like 
this world, which makes such a strong 
appeal to young people. When we re- 
fuse to let the Lord Jesus: have his 
whole way in our hearts, and when: we 
hold on to those things of the world that 
deny him and grieve him, we are show- 
ing ingratitude for what he has done 
for us. Think of this the next time the 
temptation comes to do something that 
many other young people are doing, and 
yet which you know will grieve your 
Lord and Master. 
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God’s Word tells us also that thanks- 
giving should accompany prayer and 
watchfulness (Phil. 4:6; Col. 4:2). How 
easy it is to go to God with requests 
when we desire something very much, 
and yet forget to thank him when the 
answer comes. When we learn to make 
thanksgiving a definite part of every 
prayer time, we shall be amazed at the 
many reasons we have for thanksgiv- 
ing and we shall enjoy our blessings 
doubly, for thanksgiving always multi- 
plies our blessings. It is one of the best 
cures for covetousness and is the very 
essence of contentment. Therefore in 
eommanding us to be grateful, God is 
not selfishly demanding praise and rec- 
ognition for what he has done. He 
knows that we will be infinitely blessed 
by a thankful heart that forgets not 
all his benefits. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





g Children at Home 


The Lost Sewing Machine 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


NE time in the Northern Michigan 
forests, a happy family lived all 
summer in a lumber camp. The father 
was the boss of the camp where tall pine 
trees were cut down and sawed into 
logs to be made into boards at the saw- 
mills. When it was possible, the mother 
with her eight children used to live in 
camp so the family could be together. 
The time when they stayed all sum- 
mer the camp was only twenty miles 
from their home. So when the mother 
said one morning that she would like 
to have her sewing machine brought out 
to camp, her two big boys, who worked 
for their father, promised her that the 
next time they had to drive to town for 
a load of supplies, they would go to their 
home and get the sewing machine. 
In those days, before there were auto- 
mobiles anywhere in the world, nearly 
all the clothes worn by a family had to 
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be made at home, for this also was be- 
fore all sorts of garments were made in 
factories to be sold in stores. 

With eight children to take care of, 
from the two tall, strong boys down to 
the baby just learning to walk, mother 
had so much work to do, that it was not 
easy to get time for sewing with a needle 
in her hand, and a thimble on her finger. 
She was glad she owned a sewing ma- 
chine. in those days when there were 
only a few sewing machines in all of 
Northern Michigan. Besides, her biggest 
little girl had been promised a new 
white dress to wear on Sundays with 
the wide blue sash that had been a 
Christmas gift. But, with blouses to be 
made for the boys, and shirts to be made 
for Father, a stitch at a time, stitch, 
stitch, stitch, and thread the needle, and 
put a knot in the end of the thread, 
then stitch, stitch, one stitch at a time, 
oh, it was slow work! 

The biggest little girl danced for joy 
the morning she heard her grown-up 
brothers say, “Well, good-by, everybody, 
we are going to town today after a load 
of supplies for the camp, and we won’t 
forget your sewing machine, Mother !” 

But they did forget the sewing ma- 
chine. You see, they had to drive two 
horses twenty miles through the wild 
woods over rough roads to town. There 
they bought the supplies, flour, beans, 
sugar, and everything like that, and 
packed them in the lumber wagon. All 
this took hours of time. Finally a load 
of hay was piled on top of the groceries. 
Then away the boys started, rumble, 
rumble, rumble, over the rough roads. 

Suddenly, when they had gone two 
miles, one of the boys called, “WHOA !” 
The horses stopped. In sad tones the boy 
explained, 

“We forgot Mother’s sewing machine !” 

Slowly and carefully they turned 
around and went back for the sewing 
machine that had to go on top of the 
load of hay. 

The two boys could not lift and fasten 
that old-fashioned machine to the top of 
their load, so they took it apart. They 
removed the belt from the big wheel, 
and unscrewed the head of the machine, 
and there it was in two parts that fitted 
nicely into the top of the bed of hay. 

Then away they went, “Get up, get 
up,” to the horses, on and on over the long, 
rough road to camp. It was after mid- 
night when the boys drove into the shed, 
took care of the horses, and then sought 
their bunks and fell asleep. 

In the morning when the supplies were 
unloaded, only the lower part. of the 
sewing machine was in the hay. The 
part called the head, with the small 
wheel, the spindle which held the spool 
of thread, the arm and the shining 
needle, all were missing. For days a 
search was made along the roadside by 
all who passed that way, for the lost 
sewing machine. Father himself took 
time to go on horseback and look and 
look in the wagon tracks, in the bushes, 
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everywhere on the ground, until he, too, 
gave it up. Said he, 

“The sewing machine is lost!” 

The biggest little girl didn’t want any- 
one to see her cry because all in the 
family were sad enough anyway. Now 
she knew that her busy mother. could 
not make her a white dress, by hand, 
when she had important work to do, so 
she walked out of the camp shack where 
they lived, and down the wilderness 
road, and cried and cried, where only 
birds and squirrels were watching, 

Suddenly the young lady wiped her 
eyes and stood still. Aloud she said, 

“There is One who knows where our 
sewing machine is!” 

She decided to kneel right there on a 
carpet of moss beside the road and say 
her prayers! She would ask God where 
to find her sewing machine! Thinking 
thus of Heaven and the angels, she 
looked up! 

There, straight above her head in a 
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36-page illustrated music catalog. 
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Money Making Opportunity 
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“Bags Which Wax Not Old” 


In these days of financial and political 
uncertainty, wise investors are with rea- 
son increasingly concerned about the 
permanent safety of their ventures. 
Speaking to this point, our Savior admon- 
ishes us: “Sell that ye have — provide 
yourselves a treasure in the Heavens that 
faileth not.” 


Unquestionably, this is the soundest of 
advice. You cannot take your assets 
with you. But you can still invest them 
where you will meet them “over there.” 


In Houghton College, you have a real 
opportunity of this kind. It is one of 
the few fully accredited institutions of 


higher learning which yet remain true to 
“the faith once for all delivered to the 
Saints.” It still encourages its students 
to seek the deeper spiritual life. Forth 
from its classrooms come cultured, con- 
secrated young men and women of abil- 
ity. They are leaving upon the world 
an indelible impress for God and 
righteousness. 

Your investment in Houghton makes you 
a partner in the results of their lives, 
You will meet the multiplied dividends 
in Heaven, 

Over 130 courses lead to Bachelor De- 
grees; and a Houghton College diploma 
is at par the country over. 


We shall be glad to answer promptly all correspondence from prospective 
students or donors. Catalog and full information upon request. Address Dept. T 1140 


Annual choir and orchestra rendition of 

“The Messiah.” Inset: Sketching from 
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branch of the tree, was the top of 
Mother’s sewing machine. A dead limb 
of the tree, reaching out on a level with 
the top of the load of hay, had gone 
under the arm of the machine, and had 
lifted it from the hay. There it was, 
with wisps of the hay waving in the 
wind, safe and sound, and hanging on 
the dead branch of the tree! 

The little girl said a prayer, but it was 
a’ short one. She clasped her hands, and 
~with wide-open, shining eyes said, “We 
thank Thee!” Then away she flew to 
tell her good news to the family. 

It -wasn’t long after that before 
Mother’s sewing machine was in good 
running order, and fairly singing to- 
gether the seams of a sister’s new white 
dress, to be. worn on Sunday mornings 
in. camp, with a blue silk Christmas 
sash, and a smile. 


; Wagsuincton, D. C. 
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'. Why We Are Thankful 


i for the Fuller Revival Hour 
(Continued from page 901) 


you a Christian?” The man replied: “If 
you had asked me that question last 
week I would have had to answer ‘No.’ 
But just last Sunday night, while lis- 
tening to the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour and Mr. Fuller’s sermon, I was 
saved.” 
4 


A Home Now Like Heaven 


Dear Mr. Fuller: A year ago our home 
was in a terrible domestic state, and so 
unhappy. But my husband and I lis- 
‘ttened one night to your program by 
accident, and the Spirit of the Lord 
worked in our hearts as we listened, 
and my husband was truly saved, and 
I, a penitent sinner, was restored to 
God. Our little home now is as near 
to Heaven as it can possibly be in these 
troubled days.—Indiana. 


se 


A Homespun Letter from Oklahoma 


Dear Brother and Sister Fuller: I am 
thanking the Lord for some crouder peas 
and a few hens that made it possible 
for me to send $2 tithe last summer 
while it was so hot. I hope I can 
do as well this summer. I was not fast 
enough to pick but a few peas at a time. 
Every time I picked up my sack to 
come to the house I just thanked God 
for every one of the peas, for it was 
that much more tithe for God’s cause. 


bd 


Not Lonely Any More 


Dear Mr. Fuller: I am a widow, sev- 
enty-one years old, and I live with an 
invalid daughter. We get very lonely 
sometimes. One evening I was down 
law and miserably lonely. I turned on 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


my radio and someone sang to me, on 
your program, I just know he was sing- 
ing to me. He sang, “No, Never. Alone.” 
I think it was a message from God 
through your meeting to me. I am not 
lonely any more like that since I have 
heard that song.—Iowa. 


se 


Shipboard Duty Off Honolulu 


A sailor boy in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
writes: “Dear Mr. Fuller: As I sit out 
here aboard ship this afternoon, a few 
lines might express some of the joy I 
get through your messages. It has been 
quite a while since I missed one, and I 
look forward to Sunday afternoons with 
great anticipation. I meet around the 
radio with a group of Christian service 
men at the home of the navigators in 
Honolulu, but I had to be on duty to- 
day and had to stay aboard ship, and 
was afraid for a while that I wasn’t 
going to hear you. But as I strolled 
around the ship listening for the strains 
of ‘Jesus Saves,’ I heard them, as I 
neared the copper’s shop, and was over- 
joyed that someone else wanted to hear 
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour too. I 
think the boys in their shops listen in 
every Sunday, and I am praying that 
every one of them will accept the Christ 
that we know and love.” 


Preparing for 
Universal Bible Sunday 


By Francis C. Stifler, D.D. 
Editorial Secretary, American Bible Society 


NIVERSAL Bible Sunday, which 

this year will be observed on De- 
cember 8, has in recent years become 
one of the popular observances of the 
church year. It lays an emphasis upon 
an aspect of Christian work that finds 
endorsement in every denomination. All 
Christian groups use the same Bible. 
The date has grown out of the fact that 
the second Sunday in Advent, which 
always falls on the first or second Sun- 
day of December, has for some cen- 
turies been the day when the Church 
of England, the Episcopal Church, and 
other liturgical bodies have eulogized 
the Word of God. Ordinarily it has 
been found an acceptable date in most 
churches, because it follows the Decem- 
ber Communion, and is early enough to 
avoid conflict with the Christmas cele- 
bration. 

For more than twenty years now the 
American Bible Society (Park Ave. and 
57th St.. New York) has promoted the 
observance of Universal Bible Sunday 
as a natural expression of its basic con- 
cern to encourage the wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

Only once each year does the Society 
attempt to establish direct contact with 
all the accredited Protestant pastors of 
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the country — at this Bible Sunday time. 
This year the Society mailed to every 
pastor an envelope containing carefully 
prepared materials to aid in the cele- 
bration. The principal item in this 
packet is a twelve-page brochure bear- 
ing the title for the year, “For the Heal- 
ing of the Nations,” written by Dr. T. 
Z. Koo of Shanghai, China. Dr. Koo is 
secretary of the World’s Student Chris- 
tian Federation, and hes neal vis- 
ited the principal European nations and 
toured the United States to address stu- 
dent groups. 

As formerly, the packet contains a 
sample church calendar folder with re- 
sponsive reading, which will be sup- 
plied in reasonable quantities to any 
church desiring to use it. 

To a greater extent than ever before, 
Universal Bible Sunday this year will 
receive wide general publicity, which 
will contribute to its usefulness to every 
local congregation. In addition to let- 
ters of endorsement from national and 
state sources the great network religious 
programs of the day will make mention 
of it; and the popular “Wings Over Jor- 
dan” program of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System will on that morning be 
entirely devoted to the celebration. 

The date this year marks the centen- 
nial of the founding of the Brooklyn 
Bible Society, one of the principal aux- 
iliaries of the American Bible Society. 
From the platform of a great mass meet- 
ing to be held in Brooklyn that after- 
noon, it is expected that an address will 
be broadcast to the nation. Other net- 
work broadcasts and hundreds of local 
station programs will be given. The re- 
ligious press, the libraries, the Young 
Men’s and Young Women’s Christian 
Associations are co-operating, as well as 
weekly and daily papers the country 
over. 

“For the Healing of the Nations” — 
sdrely, the Bible has been ‘given to the 
world for such a time as this. A mighty 
wave of encouragement will sweep 
across our land if every church, large 
and small, in its own chosen way cele- 
brates the observance of Universal Bible 
Sunday, December 8. 





With the New Books 











So Great Salvation. By J. F. Strom- 
beck. (Strombeck Agency, Inc., Moline, 
Ill., 50 cents.) It is good to find a busi- 
nessman who devotes so much of his 
time to the study and exposition of the 
Bible. This is the third book by the 
President of the Strombeck-Becker 
Manufacturing Company, the other two 
being “Shall Never Perish” and “Grace 
and Truth.” Feeling the need of a book 
that could be handed to unsaved people 
as well as saved.people who do not 
know much about the fundamental 
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truths of salvation, Mr. Strombeck has 
written it himself. It has several out- 
ward advantages: its brevity, 152 pages; 
the large, clear type on good paper, and 
the attractive board binding; the con- 
venient size, and the low price. But of 
course the subject matter is the impor- 
tant thing, and this holds closely to the 
purpose of the writer and presents a 
thorough exposition of our great salva- 
tion. It shows the sinner’s great need of 
salvation, the numberless blessings he 
receives when he accepts Christ as his 
Saviour, God’s objective in salvation, 
the eternal security of the believer, and 
the seriousness of neglecting “so great 
salvation.” It is a book one can read 
on the trains and trolleys, for the actual 
words of a large number of texts are 
quoted in full; and there are many apt 
illustrations taken from Mr. Strombeck’s 
own experience and those of others. 
This is just the sort of book that Chris- 
tians would do well to keep on hand to 
give away to those who are anxious to 
know about salvation, and all who read 
it, even though they are believers, will 
find their own faith strengthened. 


The Birthright of Babyhood. By Clar- 
ence Wesley Sumner. (Albert Whitman 
and Co., Chicago, $1.) Here is a small 
volume that will strike a responsive 
chord in the hearts of parents who have 
learned from experience the really vital 
impulse which led Strickland Gilliland 
to pen those now familiar lines: 

You may have tangible wealth untold; 

Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold. 


Richer than I, you can never be — 
I had a Mother who read to me. 


Mr. Sumner, librarian in Youngstown, 
Ohio, after having successfully worked 
out a plan for extending the service of 
the Public Library to hospitals, con- 
ceived the idea of instituting a Mother’s 
Room in the Public Library where 
mothers might find material.and sug- 
gestions for instilling and developing a 
love of reading in young children from 
the tiniest nursery age through the pre- 
school and kindergarten age. He be- 
lieves that in this plastic period life- 
long habits of inestimable value should 
be initiated. This book sets forth his 
theory and the method he has found of 
value in working it out. More than half 
the book is given over to a suggestive 
bibliography of graded books for use in 
dealing with young children. 


Lighted Horizons. By Edith Snyder 
“Pedersen. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Was 
there ever a more unselfish girl than 
’ Judith Raye? Always she had given up 
to her more lovely sisters, — toys, priv- 
ileges, play times, and now it was 
beaux! But the worm turns. Still, it 
is not because Judith really falls in love, 
but to save Alan Varley from Icving 
another woman unlawfully. And she 
wins. But after marriage comes disillu- 
sionment, for Alan is a drinker, 
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Will her newborn love save him? Or 
the precious perfection of their baby 
girl? Will he save himself by going 
away until shame and longing for wife 
and child make a man of him? The 
same answer always,—WNo. At last, a 
city derelict, Alan wanders into a res- 
cue mission where Christ, the all-pow- 
erful Saviour, reaches down his great 
loving arm and — you know the rest. 

Meanwhile Judith is learning from the 
lips of a little child that a life full of 
unselfish devotion gives one no credit 
whatsoever before a just.God. She had 
always prayed, always considered her- 
self as unusually good. But now light 
falls on the opened Word and, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner!” bursts from 
her awakened heart. The little family 
is soon reunited with every member 
saved to serve in winning others. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued’by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


November 18 to 24 


Mon.—Luke 8:4-15. The Seed Is the Word. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The seed is the 
word of God.” God’s Word gives, and 
enlarges, and glorifies life. By it all 
mankind is blessed. It is the genesis of 
every blessing in time and in eternity. 
Christ, the living Word, gives us spir- 
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itual illumination, salvation, sanctifica- 
tion, and glorification. The written 
Word is the criterion of right thinking, 
speaking, and behavior. The place of 
the Word in a life determines charac- 
ter and conduct. Pray for all who do 
not possess the printed Word of God. 


Tues.—Titus 1:10-18. Seed by the Wayside. : 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Vuin talkers and 
deceivers.” “Vain talkers” are those 
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We announce the publication of a new, 
dynamic and colorful Christmas cantata, 
THE PRINCE OF PEACE, by Hartwig. Or- 
ganists who have read original manuscript 
are most enthusiastic about it—easy to pro- 
duce—single copies 75c. 


UNIVERSITY PRESS 


3908 OLIVE STREET ST. LOUIS, MO. 


BREAD For The HUNGRY 


By Brenda Cannon 
Here is a story that oe people will 

















delight to read. Youthful David Bla‘r, 
emer to “see for 
himself,” finds, after 


working his way from’ 
a southern mountain 
boy to a doctor and 
medical missionary to 
the lepers, that Dr. 
Hart was right when 
he spoke of their dire 
need on Tai-Kam Is- 
land. Will awaken the 
vision for missionary 
service. 

160 pages, cloth, $1.00 
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who, as Bunyan has said, make it evident 
that “their religion lieth in talk.” They 
are tattlers, busybodies, and triflers. 
“Deceivers” are the self-deceived, the 
ignorant perverters of truth, or the will- 
ful opponents of it. These all must be 
reckoned with in our journey through 
this sinful world. Many “lie in wait to 
deceive.” Pray for those whom you 
know to be wickedly ignoring God’s 
Word. 


Wed.—2 Timothy 4:9-18. Seed on the Rock. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIoNns: “All men forsook 
me.” Time tests the character of Gospel 
hearers. Joyful hearers sometimes turn 
out to be painful apostates. The Word 
of God does not profit everybody. Faith 
in God is the ingredient that makes it 
effectual in life and labor. The Word 
of God and man’s lusts never did agree. 


“Seed on a rock” is exemplified in the. 


cases of Demas and Alexander who once 
heard Paul. Many who heard even 
Christ preach will be lost (Matt. 7). 
Pray for the hearers of the preached 
Word. 


Thurs.—Matthew 6:24-34. Seed among Thorns. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “O ye of little 
faith.” People of “little faith” do a lot 
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of worrying. The misery of anxiety 
about things sticks to them like ad- 
hesive tape. Thank God, it is not like 
tattoo marks, but is something that can 
be removed. Worrying Christians give 
Christ and his Gospel a bad name. Sheep 
in the thorns are never a credit to the 
shepherd who would lead them into 
green pastures beside still waters. Pray 
for Christians who do not know Christ 
as their victory. 


Fri.—Acts 2:37-47. Seed on Good Ground. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Continued sted- 
fastly.” Zealous faith is a result of 
Christ in the heart. When we know him 
we will be “zealously affected always 
in a good thing” (Gal. 4:18). Whatever 
is begotten of God will lead a person to 
please God. Confession of Christ with- 
out fear, multiplying virtues, and 
abounding love to Christ spring from 
God’s good seed in a good and honest 
heart. Pray for Israel. 


Sat.—Psalm 119:9-16. Good Soil. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart.” The word from 
God’s heart made David, who loved it, 
a man after God’s own heart. The stream 
of a life cannot rise higher than its source. 
The incorruptible seed of the Word leads 
to holy living. Ingrafted into the life, 
it insures heavenly fruits on earthly 
ground. Pray for a revival of hiding the 
Word in the heart. 


Sun.—John 15:1-8. Conditions of Fruitfulness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The same bring- 
eth forth much fruit.” Wealth of field 
means wealth in yield. Barren profes- 
sors will be without fruit. Christ-pos- 
sessed people will always be Christ- 
glorifying people. Real Christians have 
the characteristics that qualify them for 
bearing fruit unto God. The marks of 
true saints are as well defined as those 
of a tree. If you are not bearing fruit 
you are not abiding. Pray for feeble 


saints that ought to become fruit-bearing 
saints. 
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